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April May 2018 

It is a delight to confirm that David Stephenson will be the next vicar of our Benefice!  David, is currently 
vicar of All Saints West Dulwich, Area Dean of Lambeth South, and was about to become acting Archdea-
con of Lambeth.  David is married to Jo and they have 3 children one of whom is still at school.     
 
David says ““I am delighted to have been appointed as the next vicar of the Benefice of Cotham with St 
Paul’s Clifton, and Jo and I are very much looking forward to our move to Bristol and becoming part of the 
life of the parishes. Please pray for us as we prepare to join you, and as we prepare to leave All Saints and 
South London after 11 happy years. We will certainly pray for you as we eagerly anticipate all that lies 
ahead.” 
 
David, Jo, Beth, Jakey and Hannah, we can’t wait to welcome you. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow: 

we have appointed a new vicar! 
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This edition’s “rainbow” theme 
was inspired by some wide-
ranging (from leaflets to pump-
kins) chat on the Cotham 
WhatsApp group last November.  
It seemed to become more rele-
vant as the vacancy process led 
to some  earnest conversations 
about what we really  mean by 
“Inclusive”.    
 

This was all new territory for me 
so I asked some of our ordained 
friends to write a few words on 
what the words “Liberal” 
“Catholic” and “Inclusive” mean 
to them.  And, wonderfully, they 
did—see pages 5-8.   
 

Thank you to them and, as always, 
to everyone who has contributed 
with articles and photos.  I hope 
you all enjoy. 
 

Alice Chapman 
 

ps I’ve been editing Connections 
for exactly 8 years and it’s time 
for something new (for me and 
for Connections).  So this is my 
last edition.  It would be wonder-
ful if someone new would like to 
join Sally and Helen from Cotham, 
and Yvonne from St Paul’s on the 
editorial team.  It’s a fun and crea-
tive job that comes round about 
twice a year and it’s a great way 
to improve your publishing skills.   

Rainbow above Maggi Tambling's sculpture The Scallop on Aldborough beach. 
(©  Sally Seaman) 

A physicist reflects 
The photo below is of a rainbow viewed from Narroways a couple 
of years ago. This was a beautiful double rainbow. The first bow is 
formed from sunlight reflected back towards you from the back of 
raindrops. The second occurs when there are two reflections at the 
back of the raindrop. The second is therefore not as bright as the 
first (light is less likely to be reflected twice) and it’s “upside down” 
because the second reflection reverses the direction. The second 
picture shows the supernumerary bows inside the main bow. These 
are caused by interference of the reflected light and occur when the 
raindrops are very uniform in size.  
 

Because rainbows are formed from light reflected back towards 
you, you can only see a rainbow when the light is behind you. We 
never see exactly the same rainbow as someone else because you 
are always at the centre of your own rainbow (so everyone’s pot of 
gold is in a different same place).  You’ll never reach the end of the 
rainbow because it moves with you. 
 

Helen Heath 

Welcome to Connections 

Our churches aspire to cherish all, 
regardless of marital and social 
status, sexual orientation or level 
of church commitment. 
 
And we aim to be ‘Open’ in faith 
and practice  
 open to questions of faith and 

doubt, lifestyle, justice and 
peace 

 open to people from all back-
grounds and 

 open, above all, to the ulti-
mate mystery of God and to 
the life and teachings of Je-
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The Palestinian Museum of Natural History in Beth-
lehem, where I am spending a month, somewhat 
belies its name.  It is indeed that but so much more 
than that.  Founded in 2014 by Professor Mazin and 
Jessie Qumsiyeh, it was formally opened in April 
2017 after the most enormous amount of physical 
work had been done on the four acre site, mainly 
by volunteers, who had constructed stone walls for 
terraces, laid paths and ponds, re-designed the in-
terior of the four story building on site and laid out 
the structure of a permaculture garden.   The site 
belongs to the University of Bethlehem under 
whose auspices the PMNH’s work is conducted.   
Now it is a hub for teaching, training and experi-
menting, pushing out the boundaries of knowledge 
in the fields of conservation and scientific research 
into biodiversity and sustainable living. 
 

The Museum is not for the faint hearted.   On my 
first day I was shewn the aviary housing a recover-
ing owl where it was hoped he would learn to catch 
and eat the pigeons with which he was sharing ter-
ritory.   On a field trip the previous week, a large 
snake had been caught.  When I asked rather nerv-
ously where it was now, I was told “in the freezer”!   
One of the rooms houses exhibits of the rich flora 
and fauna of Palestine, some of which are only 
found here.   But I was also confronted with several 
jars of human embryos, looking uncomfortably per-
fect and baby like. 
 

Volunteers come from many different countries to 
help with the manual work, and contribute to the 
development of training resources, IT, and field 
work, using their varied skills and expertise.   Above 
all though, the PMNH under Mazin’s leadership is a 
centre for political resistance to the Israeli Occupa-
tion.  Located in Bethlehem, it is situated at the 
heart of the Occupied Palestinian Territories.   It is 

the most perfect example of “sumud” – steadfast-
ness - which lies at the heart of the non-violent po-
litical resistance to the occupation which is the 
critical motivation behind all the PMNH’s work.   It 
strives to empower, to enthuse and to give purpose 
to the lives of ordinary Palestinian people – espe-
cially to the young people here – fostering in them 
a pride in their culture and heritage and a desire to 
conserve and care for their environment.   They are 
a people waiting and working for their freedom but 
they are also a people who need to live each day of 
their lives now as productively and creatively as 
possible in what to most of us would seem to be 
impossible circumstances. 
 

Around the walls of the work room, the library, the 
exhibition room, the laboratory, the teaching 
rooms and the corridors are texts and quotations 
which encourage visitors in the PMNT’s vision: that 
the best form of resistance is in staying put.   And 
what more profound way of staying put is there 
than by honouring and making known the rich cul-
ture, history and biodiversity of this land and in de-
veloping ways of conserving it.   It is a vision prom-
ulgated by Mazin himself, a prodigious writer, au-
thor and contributor to scientific and political 
books and journals as well as being a truly great 
human being.   He and Jessie certainly walk the 
walk, at considerable personal cost to themselves, 
as well as talking the talk.  They give of themselves 
unstintingly, accommodating the volunteers in their 
home and in a flat they rent next door and provid-
ing for all our needs.   It feels a great privilege to be 
sharing so closely in their work.   Four days into my 
visit, I can see that this journey of learning and in-
spiration has hardly begun!  
 

Sue Parfitt 

Another Ark 
Letter From Palestine 



 4 

This North American Cree Indian prophecy inspired 
Greenpeace to name its ship “Rainbow Warrior”.  On 
her bow she carried a dove of peace with an olive 
branch, and around her hull were painted the col-
ours of the rainbow.  Despite these peaceful sym-
bols, in 1985 Rainbow Warrior 1 was bombed by the 
French secret service as she prepared to campaign 
against nuclear testing in the Moruroa Atoll.   Green-
peace replaced her with Rainbow Warrior 2 and, 
then in 2011, with Rainbow Warrior 3. 

Greenpeace also inspired a post on Cotham’s Face-

book page.  Thank you to everyone who encourages 

this page with Likes and Shares!   
 

Cotham now has 3 digital offerings:  a new Website 

(www.cothamparishchurch.org); a Facebook page 

and a WhatsApp group which is for members of the 

Cotham community  to share news, photos  and 

chat.  All Cothamites welcome! 

Warriors of the Rainbow 
 

“When the world is sick and dying, the people will rise up like Warriors of the Rainbow…” 

The vacancy process 

After 20 re-writes, the 4,000 word Parish Profile 
was approved, the advertisement placed and, to 
our encouragement and relief, 7 wonderful peo-
ple applied.   The vacancy team interviewed 4 and 
unanimously and gratefully chose David.  Thank 
you God! 
 
After the interviews I asked the team for a few 
words to describe how it had been:  
 

“Hard work” “A terrible responsibility”  
“A privilege” “Exhausting” “Exciting” 

 
Thank you to our wonderful helpers especially 
George Gibberd, Sally Seaman, Catherine Rich-
ards, Yvonne Preece, and all who chauffeured, 
made tea, cooked dinner, served, cleared, en-
couraged and prayed. 
 
Alice Chapman    

 
Warriors of the Vacancy at the end of the interviews 

Bishop Lee, Morwenna, Rob, Alice, Flora, Area Dean Rod Symmons 
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                  As an Anglican… 
 

 

As an Anglican/Anglo Catholic, I believe that the purpose of the English Reformation was to purge the 
church of abuses and papal power, not to make it protestant Despite fluctuating allegiances by later 
monarchs).   So I don’t accept the Bible as the sole authority but also look to the early fathers and moth-
ers of the church, tradition and reason.  
 
Whereas protestants tend to focus on the cross and atonement and a ‘personal relationship with Je-
sus’ (OK as far as it goes), catholic theology focuses on the whole of Jesus’s incarnate life and upon our 
corporate connection with God as trinity. In the incarnation, God became flesh, so ‘matter matters’. So 
we use sacraments (the Sunday Eucharist is absolutely central and non-negotiable), bread, wine, water 
and oil, vestments, music, bells and incense in worship but also reverence all matter – care for our plan-
et and social justice for all people is paramount. God is concerned with the whole (Greek kata hole = 
according to the whole) of life, not just its religious bits. Because catholicism is communal, not individu-
al, I value confession to a priest and also believe that the saints pray for us. One downside of Anglo-
Catholicism is that it is suspicious of innovation e.g. the ordination of women. 
 

…/continued on next page 

If a young person, whose family may have had no 
church connection for several generations, asks 
“Are you a Christian?” and we answer “Yes”, they 
will know what we believe.  They will have ac-
quired this knowledge either from Christians, or 
parents, or teachers, or atheist writers, or contem-
poraries, or from all of these.   
 
They will tell us that, as Christians, we  
 Believe that we are going to Heaven and they 

are not 
 Live by the Bible 
 Don’t accept evolution 
 Say that God condemns homosexuality  
 
They reject these Christian beliefs and they reject 
religion because religious people cause wars.  As 
we listen, we may be surprised how much we 
agree with them.  If the definition of Liberal Catho-
lic on our website addresses in simple language 
their points, it stands a good chance of being rele-
vant and helpful to those who are searching.  It will 
avoid confusion if we call ourselves followers of 
Jesus rather than Christians.  Here are some ideas. 
 
Catholic means that the Church of England is not a 
sect but part of the worldwide Church, along with 
the Orthodox, Roman Catholics and other Churches 
which do not wish to be separate.  The parish 

church is there for everyone who lives in the par-
ish, for Sunday worship, for baptisms, for weddings 
and for funerals.  There is no entry test to pass.  
Every human being alive is included and is loved by 
God. 
 
Liberal means that the Bible is not a rule book or 
literally true. It speaks in metaphors  and it shows 
the human understanding of what God is like de-
veloping over two thousand years.  Jesus is the one 
in whom we see the definitive picture. This under-
standing has continued to evolve over the last two 
millennia and has been much helped by the discov-
eries of science and by reason. 
 
Liberal means that we are each on a different path 
up the mountain, following Jesus, encouraging one 
another.   Gradually from deep within us there 
comes the growing realisation that we are fallible 
and that is not a problem.  We experience the 
steady healing of the wounds of a lifetime, freeing 
us to be ourselves.  We are slowly transformed into 
the image of Christ, coming to see our fellow hu-
man beings as brothers and sisters, finding that we 
are growing in humanity, integrity and peace.  
Then, rather than believe, we know.  This is pure 
gift.  
 
Clive Pattinson 
 

Towards Defining “Liberal Catholic” for Today 
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Finding a home and being at home seem funda-
mental to who we are as human beings.  We long 
for home. 
 
This longing is deeply rooted in us- it’s a longing to 
rest, to be known, to let go and feel safe and pro-
tected. It might be our physical home, it might be 
the home we have made among family and friends. 
It might be a place in our local community. 
 
Being at home features a lot in the bible. The long-
ing of the Israelites to return home from exile col-
ours the whole of the Hebrew bible- psalm 137 
 

“By the rivers of Babylon— there we sat 
down and there we wept when we remem-
bered Zion”.  

 

They felt a physical pain-a dreadful separation from 
identity, family and religion. 
 
And the familiar post communion prayer sums up 
this longing to connect – to ourselves, to each oth-
er, to God. 
 

“Father of all we give you thanks and praise 
that when we were far off you met us in 
your son and brought us home”. 

 
And so, when we talk about our two benefice 
churches – my longing is that we can find a home in 
them for ourselves and make a welcome to all who 
come seeking that hospitality. 
 
Ginny Royston 

…/As an Anglican continued  
 
So I am also liberal in that I believe tradition needs to adapt. Indeed, the evolution of the cosmos is all 
about adaptation and if we don’t change we die. Synonyms for ‘liberal’ include: generous, open-handed, 
big-hearted, overabundant, and unrestrained – a far cry from the buttoned-up Puritanism of some 
protestants: indeed, Dean of St. Alban’s, Jeffrey John was attracted to liberal catholicism, away from his 
Welsh chapel background, ‘because they swear and drink a lot. You don’t have to mind your Ps and Qs 
but can just be yourself.’ I welcome liberal scholarship of the Bible: far from threatening the basis of my 
faith it enhances it as truth is evolving, like our universe, into ever-increasing complexity, diversity and 
beauty. 
 
Because of this diversity, I believe that our church needs to be inclusive. Church of England folk tend to be 
middle-aged, middle class and white but all are made in and reflect the image of God. So where are the 
‘prostitutes and tax collectors’, the ex-cons? Do we welcome LGBTQIs, people with learning difficulties, 
with ‘disabilities’ etc.? And will we learn from them, not merely minister to them? 
 
Catholic, liberal and inclusive need to be held in tension. Each em-
phasis questions the others. On a good day this is healthy because 
all truth is provisional so we can never possess it, stand still and 
rest on a false sense of security. 
 
Derek Jay 

Finding a home 
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Normal – innit 
 
The proverbial visitor from Mars walked down the street. He had heard of the One God and of The 
Church. He proceeded in an easterly fashion and came across a 'Reformed Church', a 'Very Reformed 
Church', 'The One and Only True Exclusive Holiness Reformed Church'.  He now knew the phrase  - 'and so 
on.'   Next was a 'High Church'. He looked up.   And then a 'Low Church'. He looked down and frowned 
Martian-wise. 
 

Further along he noticed a  church which said it was 'Liberal, Catholic and Inclusive.'  At this point he took 
out his Martian-English Dictionary and discovered, among other things,  that this church was adult.  And 
Liberal. People were encouraged to think for themselves,   not just swallow what they were told. Universal 
and Worldwide (Catholic). About the whole   world and not only those hermetically sealed within the 
church walls. 
 

Inclusive, which must mean that anybody was welcome whatever their ethnic background  (or planet) 
wherever they were as they explored spiritual things. Whatever their sexuality.   Now that one puzzled 
him. He was after all a Martian.   

…/continued on next page 

A Benefice which belongs to the Liberal Catholic Tradition  

and to Inclusive Church 
 

The Catholic tradition in the Anglican Church emphasizes relatively formal liturgical worship. It is 
normally Eucharistic and values regular, usually weekly celebrations. It emphasizes the sacramen-
tal and symbolic. For many in this tradition there is also a link to parts of the Roman Catholic spir-
itual traditions, particularly the Franciscan and Ignatian.  
 
The Liberal element reflects an attitude to authority. Some Christian traditions see authority 
mainly in the historical church organization, others in a more or less literal interpretation of the 
Bible. The traditional Anglican approach was to make use of the bible, the tradition of the church 
and reason. The Liberal tradition values the critical study of the bible and of the history of the 
church but does not regard either as infallible. The Bible is seen as an inspired record of human 
understanding of God’s dealing with humanity: but as with all human endeavours the writers of 
the different books in the bible did not always get it right. Theologically the emphasis is more on 
the incarnation than on individual salvation. And generally I think we would say that we are able 
to live with questions where there are no simple answers. 
 
And the inclusive bit. This is about more than welcoming people, whatever their sexuality. It’s 
about valuing everybody as they are. And that includes the bits that probably everybody has 
where one might say “They wouldn’t welcome me if they knew this about me”. And that includes 
all the doubts and uncertainties. 
 
It is sometimes said that Liberal churches emphasise social involvement to the exclusion of per-

sonal faith. My observation of the people in this benefice is that for most, 

issues of peace and justice are very important but so is their faith journey. 

Christopher Richards 
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Work is starting on Monday April 9th: 
 

The last two 5 yearly inspections by the church ar-
chitect have reported that the stonework on the 
south and west sides of the church need attention. 
There are gaps between some of the stones allow-
ing water to get in and eventually cause damage. So 
much of the work to be done is replacing the 
pointing between these stones. To make this work 
possible the whole of the south and west sides will 
be covered in scaffolding for up to three months.  
 

There will also be some work done on the roof and 
the existing plastic gutters will be replaced with 
metal ones that are more in keeping with the build-
ing. 
 

During this time the masons and other building 
workers will have the use of the brass room and ac-
cess to it by the tower door. We shall need to move 
everything out of the brass room into Annie Bartlett 
while these works are going on. 
 

Plans for the interior of the church: 
 

A group has been meeting on and off for many 
years to consider ways of upgrading the inside of 
the church. The ideas that have emerged include: 

1. Turning the church watchers office into a 
servery for coffee etc 

2. Removing the wall that goes across the 
west end of the church and changing the 
west doors into glass doors or windows. 
This would allow a seating area at the 
west end of the church. 

3. Turning the old organ chamber into a 
vestry. 

4. Possible changes to the dais 
5. A new floor to the whole of the nave. 
6. Making a new door straight through into 

Annie Bartlett and rearranging the whole 
area that includes Annie Bartlett and the 
vestry to become much improved toilet 
facilities. 

 

These are all ideas being discussed but the group 
has now got to the point of meeting architects and 
will then have to make recommendations to the 
PCC about how to proceed. 
 

Christopher Richards  

…/ Normal innit continued 
 

And then somebody told him the story of Jesus. He brightened, alert, his 
eyes as wide as saucers (flying?) and he began to understand what God was 
like, because Jesus lived it and showed it.  And invited others to follow the 
Way. Not, let the reader understand, scaring them, for he had heard about 
times in human history where that had done the job. Guilt and sin were al-
ways handy. Sin and guilt to weigh folk down and control them. 
 

These people had a simple word which seemed important. Not easy, mind 
you, but very deep, fundamental you might say, crucial.     Love.  
 

And then the Martian visitor (for the sake of invention let us call him 'Max') 
exclaimed, 'I understand what this 'Liberal, Catholic, Inclusive Church' is.   It's 
The Normal One, innit (for he had by now learned such words.)   
 

Philip Dixon 

Building works at Cotham 
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This was a fairly sombre affair as it dealt with two 
serious matters. One was finance and it is clear that 
we will have to dig in to reserves to pay for the re-
pair to the stonework: the alternative is serious 
damage to the fabric. The second was safeguarding 
and as the C of E is under the spotlight at present it 
is very important that we follow all advice and all 
requirements to the letter.  
 

However I felt very encouraged by Sally's report 
from the re-ordering group and although things are 
moving slowly we have now reached the stage of 
engaging a firm of architects.  We are very lucky to 

have Yvonne's expertise.  
 

From a personal point of view I am enthusiastic 
about complete re-wiring and more efficient and 
attractive lighting and the opening up of the space 
at the back of the church to the original entrance 
doors and the possibility of more light from there. 
 

It was a profitable meeting and Jo Chambers is to be 
thanked and congratulated on her incredibly hard 
work in preparing for and chairing the meeting in 
the absence of a Vicar. 
 
Mary Ingram 

Cotham’s Charity of the Month for May 2018: 

 
 
 
 
 
John Groom 1845 – 1919 was born in Clerkenwell and set up his own engraving business there. He was 
a devout Christian and Sunday School teacher and was particularly concerned with the situation  of the 
blind and disabled girls on the streets around Farringdon market scraping a living by selling flowers and 
watercress.  
 
He founded the "Watercress and Flower Girls' Christian Mission" later known – in my childhood - as 
"John Groom's Crippleage". The Mission offered a free early morning cup of cocoa and a hot meal for a 
halfpenny. There were also facilities for washing and mending clothes.  He was supported in his work by 
Lord Shaftesbury.  He moved to larger premises where the girls learnt to make really sophisticated artifi-
cial flowers. The accommodation included a school-room for 350 children and a soup kitchen. 
 
Fast forward to 1932 when escalating rents in London led the charity to move to a large estate in Hen-
don with purpose built homes alongside the factory. Forward again to 1969 when the name became the 
slightly more acceptable "John Groom's Association for the Disabled". Work with children ceased in 
1979 and in 1990 became "John Groom's Association for Disabled People" and in 2007 merged with the 
Shaftesbury Society to form Livability, said to be the UK's largest Christian disability charity. 
 
Right now, many are socially isolated. Social isolation is seriously bad for your health. Age UK says that 
3.6 million aged 65 and over agree that the television is their main form of company. 
 

"Livability connects people with their community. We tackle social isolation and the barriers that can 
cause this in the lives of disabled and vulnerable people. Through a wide range of disability, education, 
training and community services, we promote inclusion and wellbeing for all. Together, we work to see 
people take part, contribute and be valued. We put the elements in place that all add up to connected 

lives and communities". 
 

Mary Ingram 

Cotham PCC March 15th 2018 
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Many of you will already know about Borderlands, 
based at the Assisi Centre, at St. Nicholas of Tolenti-
no Church in Lawfords Gate. This is a well-
established local charity working with refugees and 
asylum seekers, people who have been forced to 
abandon their families, jobs and homeland to seek 
sanctuary in Britain.  Many have experienced tor-
ture, false imprisonment, or seen family members 
murdered, as a result of their ethnicity, political or 
religious beliefs. 
 
At Borderlands they find support, skilled listeners, 
company, friendship and acceptance. They find ad-
vice, mentoring, training opportunities, language 
classes, practical help; and on Tuesdays, a hot meal 
cooked with great verve and humour, every week of 
the year. A safe place to meet with others like 
themselves – everyone with a different, often heart-
breaking story. 
 

This is part of what I wrote after visiting their Tues-
day Drop-In Centre: 
 

‘In the tiny kitchen, Iranian cook Esam and 
his helpers have started preparing food for 
lunch. A large number of peeled garlic 
cloves, a huge bowl of grated carrot, and 
quantities of kale, and they’ve made a start; 
it wasn’t yet clear what else was planned. 
Every week on a Tuesday, 80 – 90 people sit 
down to eat together.  I wander around, 
chatting to people in the hall; everyone has a 
story to tell, everyone is interested in 
greeting a stranger, whatever their race or 
background. That is what this place is all 
about.  At one table 2 women with a sewing 
machine are altering a pair of curtains one of 
them has brought in.  At another, Barbara 
helps 2 refugees with their English, while 
encouraging a Somali lady with simple prac-
tice in letter formation. Another volunteer, 
from South Korea, is going through some 
newspaper adverts with an African friend, 
whose English is limited. The main time for 
ESOL teaching is Mondays; more volunteer 
help with this is always needed.  The feeling 
is friendly, happy, purposeful. There’s a 
sense of people being known, of belonging.’ 

 
As Father Richard Mackay says, ‘by supporting Bor-
derlands you are helping the most excluded of our 
brothers and sisters in Bristol to find a place of be-
longing and hope of a new future’.  
 
Please take a leaflet, which gives details of how you 
could set up regular donation to this remarkable 
charity. 
 
Catherine Richards 

Cotham’s Charity of the Month for April 2018 

BORDERLANDS – from exclusion to belonging 

Don’t miss a brief reading of work written by members of Borderlands’ Creative Writing Group,  
during coffee time after Cotham’s Sunday morning service on April 15th. 
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Deki 
 

Cotham’s March Charity was Deki, a Bris-
tol based charity that provides micro-
loans coupled with business and social 
training to would-be entrepreneurs in re-
mote and forgotten communities.  
 

www.Deki.org has humbling stories of re-
markable individuals who, despite chal-
lenging circumstances, are creating new 
futures for themselves, their families and 
their communities.   
 

Alice Chapman 

Interview with a weather system!  
a.k.a Stella a newish member of junior church 

 
What is your name? 
Stella 
 

How old are you? 
9 
 

When were you born 
25th December!! 
 

Can you explain the different parts of your outfit? 
I have a cloud hat and rain and a sun t-shirt and sky arms. I also 
have rainbow stockings because sun and rain is rainbows. 
 

Is the cloud hat annoying? 
Yes, because the raindrops get in my way. 
 

Why are you dressed as weather? 
At my school instead of world book day we had "wonders of  
weather" day. 
 

What do you like about junior church? 
I like that there are not many people there because I don't like big 
groups. 
 

What would you like to be different about junior church? 
I'm not really sure. 
 

What was your favourite activity in junior church? 
Making mothers day bunting. 
 

What is your favourite colour in the rainbow? 
I like a mixture of yellow and orange. 
 
Stella was interviewed by Cicely Booth 

http://www.Deki.org
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Using ‘Nothing More and Nothing  Less: A Lent Course 
based on the film I, Daniel Blake’ – Virginia Moffatt .   
 
You don’t need to read this but if you want to purchase a 
copy, you might also like to buy its sister book ‘Feast or 
Famine: How the Gospel challenges austerity - an Ekklesia 
Lent course for groups and individuals’ by Simon Barrow  
 
13th April A screening of the complete film at St. Paul’s   
 
17th April Systems of Oppression – Cotham, 7.45 – 
9.15pm  
 
2nd May Staying Human - St. Paul’s (side door), 7.45 – 
9.15pm  
 
15th May Compassion in the Darkness – Cotham, 7.45 – 
9.15pm  
 
30th May Fighting Back or Giving In? - St. Paul’s (side 
door), 7.45– 9.15pm  
 
14th June The Suffering Servant – Cotham, 7.45 – 9.15pm  

Other dates for your diary 

 
12th April 8pm—Book Group ffi John Bean 

22nd April 10am—Inclusive service at Cotham 

22nd April—St Paul’s APCM 

23rd April—Nick Adams’ licensing in Black-
wood 

29th April—Cotham’s APCM 

Saturdays in May—Benefice Soup Run ffi Rob 
Straw 

21st—23rd September—Benefice Retreat ffi 
Mark Budden and Alice Chapman 

 

 

 

Benefice Post-Lent Course  

Photo by Katrina Marsh 
“Between dog walking and camping,  

I’m often snapping rainbows “ 


