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After reading an article that we should avoid only 
calling God a ‘he’, discovering that the Church of 
Sweden already have stopped calling God ‘he’ and 
reminiscing on a pilgrimage we took with our old 
church to Whitby on the theme of St. Hilda in 
March, I recently began to look at women in 
Christianity and the problems that the church has 
with gender – against women and the transgender 
community. Recent research shows that half of 18-
24 year-old Christians believe God to be male, with 
just one in three over-65s believing the same, and 
the ways in which we think or forget about women 
such as Mary Magdalene, Jesus’ mother Mary, St 
Hilda and all other Christian women can be quite 
stereotypical. Though those identifying as 
transgender can become priests within the Church 
of England, there is little evidence right now that 
there are actually any. 
 

I believe that God and clergy are of the third gender 
or non-gendered. This is an egalitarian or/and 
Christian feminist view as it is including those of all 
gender identity categories. God and Jesus are both 
masculine and feminine – they may be male, they 
can get angry (God against the Pharaohs or Jesus 
entering the temple to expel the merchants and 
money makers) but they are caring, loyal, 
compassionate to people of all genders, ages, 
abilities, economic status; characteristics which in 
the past would have been viewed as feminine. One 
must note that the labels of God and Jesus as 
‘Father’ and ‘Son’ are analogous or metaphorical 
and were used by male authors in patriarchal times. 
The use of these words and the pronoun of ‘he’ does 
not necessarily imply God as purely male. Priests are 
also gender neutral in their role; they are leaders in 
our churches, but they also care for us and our 
community. They are masculine and feminine. 
 
 

Beth Stephenson 

Photo of St Hilda statue by Beth Stephenson 

Seeroon Yeretzian ‘Women in Christianity II’ 
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Welcome to the November/December 2018 edition of Connections. The theme for this issue that was 
offered by me was Gender and Christianity – as a young Christian woman who has just done her master’s 
degree in Gender, Media and Culture, I feel particularly strongly about this subject but is also something 
that I have started to and am continuing to learn about. This is especially important for us as a Benefice 
through our membership to Inclusive Church – that states being ‘church which does not discriminate on 
any level on grounds of economic power, gender, mental health, physical ability, race or sexuality’. This 
includes not just those who are man or woman but also those who identify as transgender. I would like to 
thank everyone from both Cotham and St. Paul’s who have sent in articles, poems and photographs and 
Sally Seaman for helping me with producing this edition. I enjoyed editing this and I hope that you all enjoy 
reading it. 
 

Beth Stephenson 
 
 

Our churches aspire to cherish all, regardless of marital and social status,  
sexual orientation or level of church commitment. 

 
And we aim to be ‘Open’ in faith and practice 

open to questions of faith and doubt, lifestyle, justice and peace  

open to people from all backgrounds and 

open, above all, to the ultimate mystery of God and to the life and teachings of Jesus. 

 
 
 

Ob-la-di, Ob-la-da 

Although it is more than “fifty years ago today that the band begun to play” (Sargent Pepper, May 1967), 
Radio 6 Music reminded me that this month is the 50th anniversary of the White Album. Thus alerted, I just 
had to get out my original vinyl, No.0388435, and there it is, side 1 track 4 – 
 

With its irritatingly unforgettable chorus – 
Ob-la-di ob-la-da life goes on, bra 
La la how the life goes on 
 

The third verse is  - 
Happy ever after in the market place 
Desmond lets the children lend a hand 
Molly stays at home and does her pretty face 
And in the evening she still sings it with the band 
 

In a couple of years they have built 
A home sweet home 
With a couple of kids running in the yard 
Of Desmond and Molly Jones 
 
But the last verse is - 
Happy ever after in the market place 
Molly lets the children lend a hand 
Desmond stays at home and does his pretty face 
And in the evening she's a singer with the band 
 

Whilst at the time Paul McCartney said this was just a mistake, the lines were kept and became deeply 
ingrained in us eager and impressionable fourteen-year-olds. How interesting it is that we now find 
ourselves being asked to consider and to accept – we think for the first time - the idea of gender fluidity. 
Perhaps, subliminally, we were being asked to embrace it fifty years ago. 
 

Nigel Seaman 
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A-Gendered Nativity 
Being cast in the role of Mary for a School Nativity 
Play has been seen as one of the first great rites of 
passage for a girl of infant age. Hotly contested and 
the subject of tears for disappointed ‘wannabes’ 
this early experience of a traditional telling of the 
Christmas story establishes its gender specific 
casting at a very young age. (I remember playing a 
rather hesitant Joseph at the age of seven – but 
perhaps hesitancy was a faithful reading of the 
text!) 
 

But is the Nativity quite as Gender normative as this 
early experience suggests? This Gender themed 
edition of Connections got me thinking about this 
question, and I offer the fruits of my reflections. My 
conclusion is that there is plenty in the gospels’ 
telling of the Nativity that subverts gender 
stereotypes. 
 

I’ve already begun with Mary – a biblical character 
that Christian tradition has covered with many 
layers of images and assumptions, such as ideal 
models of motherhood, purity and virginity. The 
Biblical accounts, sparing in detail, suggest a rather 
more interestingly subversive picture. As a young 
unmarried and childless woman Mary would have 
been a person of little status. ‘Virginity’ was 
shorthand for this lack of status. Only marriage and 
motherhood could resolve this lack of status. Mary’s 
designation as virgin and mother undermines the 
whole patriarchal basis of female identity – as Mary 
celebrates in the Magnificat God raises up the lowly. 
 

All of this leaves Joseph with a gender related crisis; 
and only the word of an androgynous angel enables 
him to overcome the fear of the resulting disgrace.  
The Holy Family are, from the outset, far from any 
conventional kinship unit; a fact further stretched 
by Jesus when he asks ‘who are my mother and 
brother and sister?‘ (Matthew 12.48) 

Other characters in the Nativity have assumed 
genders in art and pageant, but not in biblical text. 
Most interestingly it has been argued that the Magi 
are unspecified in both gender and number (not 3 
Kings!) and could have included women as well as 
men in their number.  It seems likely that Magi – 
Zoroastrian priests – were male and female in the 
Persian empire until after the birth of Islam; and so it 
is at least possible that the visitors from the East 
portrayed in Matthew’s gospel included female Magi. 
Biblical wisdom traditions personify divine wisdom in 
feminine terms, so we can see a natural set of 
associations, and the subversion of male 
assumptions of wisdom and power. 
 

At the heart of the Nativity is the baby – the word 
made flesh who dwelt among us full of grace and 
truth (John 1.14) While Jesus’ flesh was male the 
gospels recount a multitude of ways in which, for us 
and for our salvation, he subverted all kinds of human 
cultural constructs including those based on gender. 
Full of grace and truth he frees us still to live and 
relate and worship.  The nativity begins the story of 
the one in whom there is neither male nor female 
(Galatians 3.28) Our primary identity is about being 
‘in him’ and heirs of promise. This is the a-genda of 
Christmas! 
 

David Stephenson 

Janet McKenzie ‘Epiphany’ 2003 Collection of 
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago 

Photo of Playmobil Nativity by Beth Stephenson 
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Men and the Church: Sermon from Lent 3 Evening Prayer,  
St Pauls 2015 

 ‘Put on the whole armour of God’ – 
Ephesians 6:11. 

Those of you who admit to watching 
The X Factor will know Sinitta. Years 
ago, her only hit song was ‘Macho 
Man’. I remember it well from my 
clubbing days.  

‘Macho man’. What does it mean to 
be a man? Why did a group of 
teenage men beat up a young 
Starbucks manager in Philadelphia 
“just for kicks?” We have our own 
wars on the streets right here. Try 
Stapleton Road after dark. 

You might expect me to say that 
religion is the answer but what does 
the church offer men? Why are two 
thirds of congregations women? If 
you’re a young man looking for 
someone to marry you would find 
few prospects. 

Research by Tear Fund found that 
35% of men left churches in last 20 
years. Things that put many men off 
include: 

- Sentimental hymns – worship 
songs with words like: Kiss me with 
Your healing touch/Take me to the 
heat of the fire/Bathe me in Your 
liquid love/Oh, saturate me, 
saturate me. 

- Emotionalism and compulsory 
touchy-feely stuff. 

- My pet hate – where you’re 
expected to hold hands and look 
into the eyes of others during the 
grace. 

‘Church’ is seen as largely about 
relationships between an individual 
and God and between the members 
of the congregation. Women in 
general ‘do relationships’ better 
(certainly differently) than men, 
whether it is remembering the 
names of their children’s friends, or 
keeping the Christmas-card list. 

From the good mornings on the way 
in to the chatting over coffee 
afterwards, church is about these 
relationship matters, and many 
men would prefer a situation that 
involved more ‘doing something’. 
Women’s relationships tend to 
centre around conversation 
whereas men’s relationships tend 
to centre around shared activity; a 
few games of pool at the pub. 

Christianity is seen as a religion for 
the weak. Church services are 
passive. While women are allowed 
to need someone else in their lives, 
to be a “True Man” is to be self-
reliant. 

There’s a men-only church called 
XY. They meet in a pub. Instead of 
listening to a preacher they argue, 
are allowed to swear. Any theology 
is linked to real life, like ethics in the 
workplace. They say that, to be 
successful: 

- Don’t hold it on a Sunday morning. 

- Provide food that isn’t vegetarian 
or soup. 

- Have hymns you can belt out. 

- Don’t allow services to go over an 
hour. 

- Don’t do coffee and gossip. 

Does Christianity offer anything to 
men? Is violence the only way for 
some men to express their 
manhood? Are there other options 
in the battle called life? 

Ephesians shows us another way to 
say, “I am a man”. It talks about a 
battle but, “our struggle is not 
against enemies of blood and flesh” 
v.12; that is, not against other 
human beings. Here the struggle is 
“against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places” 
v.12. These powers manifest on 
earth in systems and structures 
that destroy our flesh and 
blood. Unjust economic 
structures that starve people to 
death in the third world, that 
lead to global warming and 
expose people to drought, 
flood and tsunami, that throw 
people on to the dole queue. 
Can church be about standing 
up for justice not just 
nurturing? 

Christians are called to fight 
these structures. Our writer 
employs military images, 
referring to the Roman soldiers 
his audience saw every day: 
“the belt of truth”, “breastplate 
of righteousness”, “shoes for 
your feet”, “shield of faith”, 
“helmet of salvation”, “sword 
of the Spirit”. 

Ancient Roman armies 
marched headlong into enemy 
forces but the well-protected 
soldiers stayed in such close 
formation, shoulder to 
shoulder, shields overlapping, 
that the blows of their 
opponents had little effect. 
Maybe Church needs to involve 
sharing experiences of the 
battlefield. All Christians need 
to work closely with others and 
not like the autonomous male 
who seeks to go it alone. 

Here’s what Christian men 
should exhibit: speaking truth 
to power; being peaceful, not 
violent; making peace by 
bringing two sides of a conflict 
together to hear each other’s 
point of view; trust and 
reliability. 

Derek Jay 
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Male and Female Created He Them 
 These words, from the first chapter of Genesis, are 

a bit like the ominous tolling of a bell! Yet really, 
gender should be irrelevant to Christianity, or at 
least to God, who is ineffably beyond any such 
concept, being essentially mystery, hidden in 
darkness, as the unknown author of the medieval 
text, The Cloud of Unknowing, thought. 
 

However, Christ in his Incarnation necessarily took 
on a gender, together with other human attributes. 
Too often we allow gender issues to divide and 
polarise the sexes, but Jesus would have none of 
this.  In his ministry, he treated everyone alike, 
showing a compassionate interest in all. From the 
beginning, both men and women have had key roles 
to play in the foundation and spread of the Christian 
faith.  
 

Gender is restrictive when people feel trapped in 
conventional gender roles. In today’s society such 
boundaries are being severely scrutinised, to the 
extent that it is now possible to change one’s 
gender. This underlines how much Christ ran 
counter to the cultural norms of his time, in his 
breaking down of barriers relating to gender. 
 

Gender is necessarily emphasised by the use of 
language and this has been fiercely debated in 
Christianity. Many women have been angered and 
alienated by the persistent use of the masculine 
pronoun.  A helpful initiative here was the 
consistent use of inclusive language, for example in 
the NRSV Bible. For instance the word “humankind” 
replaces “mankind.” 
 

Some people feel that a male concept of God has 
contributed to that pervasive image of God as a 
stern, authoritarian judge which has bedevilled 
generations of Christians and done great harm to 
the Church. We do need to be aware, however, of 
another danger, that of the gender-based 
stereotype. Why in fact should a masculine concept 
of God be stern and authoritarian in the first place? 
Are all men like that? Are some women like that? 
The difference is personality, not gender. But God 
has got labelled with the stereotype. 

Many Christians associate the Holy Spirit with a 
“feminine” aspect of the Trinity. The Spirit is seen 
as creative; qualities such as compassion and 
intuition, together with the gifts of the Spirit: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control - these 
help to give a more rounded and encouraging 
picture of an all-embracing God. 
 

The most positive and attractive aspect of gender in 
relation to Christianity that I can think of is 
motherhood. It is suggested that Mary is mother to 
all humanity. The prophecy of Simeon that a sword 
would pierce her soul, her solidarity with the 
suffering of her son, her presence at the foot of the 
cross all demonstrate the love and the anguish, at 
times, which are the essence, not of motherhood 
only, but of parenthood. 
 

The liturgy includes two lovely canticles on the 
motherhood of Christ. From Julian of Norwich we 
have: Christ came in our poor flesh to share a 
mother’s care; and my personal favourite, from 
Saint Anselm, the canticle beginning: Jesus, as a 
mother you gather your people to you; you are 
gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
 

To conclude, I find gender a somewhat uneasy mix 
with Christianity, but there are positive aspects 
which can be deeply felt. I think we should try to 
travel close by these on our earthly pilgrimage. 
 

Lorna Hughes 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is 
no longer slave or free, there is no longer 
male or female; for all of you are one in 
Christ Jesus.” 
 

Galatians 3.28 ‘Christa’ Sculpture by Edwina Sandys 
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Gender Identity 

 “How do you identify?” It’s a question no one ever used to ask. Just how much of one’s ‘identity’ can be 
summed up succinctly enough to provide an answer to this question? And just what is identity? A friend 
said to me once, that - ‘some people’s hair is their identity’ (I had asked her if she wanted to join me in a 
charity hair cut – suffice to say she wasn’t keen). Really? I thought. Hair? As I began to mull this over I 
realised whilst hair isn’t an issue for me, there is one aspect of my identity that has been consistently 
problematic, one pigeon hole I’ve most struggled to squeeze myself into - the one labelled ‘female’. 
 

In today’s diverse and inclusive society, 
happily one can now choose to identify as 
something other than female. Trans, two 
spirit, non-binary, genderqueer – which is it 
to be? Do I feel more relaxed seeing these 
new gender tick boxes appearing on forms? 
After my initial excitement, I realised the 
short answer was, in fact – no. Whilst I love 
the fact that awareness is increasing around 
the (somewhat thorny) issue of gender, and 
it’s becoming easier to have these types of 
conversations, something feels like it’s 
being lost. As if now there is such a wide 
selection of labels and categories to choose 
from, there simply must be an identity that 
‘fits’ each person. At its extreme, could this 
result in women who express themselves in 

what is considered a ‘male’ way struggling to identify as actual women? Is there an expectation that we will 
all be able to relax and get along beautifully only once have comprehensively mapped everyone’s 
characteristics and assigned each other the right category? This clearly leaves little room for individuality, 
anonymity, mystery, doubt, uncertainty, subtlety, or - God forbid – changing one’s mind. Are we being 
encouraged to “pick a category” and then “stick with it”? How is one supposed to grow and change for one 
thing? Rather than tick boxes and labels I prefer the sliding scales of the genderbread person as a more 
realistic attempt at representing the complexity of gender. For one thing categories alone don’t account for 
how we might have experienced the world to date, before there were so many categories, and how those 
experiences may contribute to how we see ourselves now, and to our identity. 
 

Along with many other women I have been misjudged, misunderstood, underestimated, undermined, 
patronised, – all on account of being female, and have felt expected to conform to my gender stereotype by 
many. I’ve been told various ‘facts’ and opinions about women: “I just hate loud women”, “women aren’t 
funny”, “women are manipulative”, “women can’t play team sports as well as men”, and of course the well-
known fact that - “women just can’t cut a straight slice of bread” amongst others. I’ve experienced men – 
even one who I considered a dear friend - refuse to place a hand on my shoulder for prayer (in a room of 
men and women) purely on account of my gender – he was very nice about it – “it’s just the rules”. When 
I’ve resisted or challenged these views, however politely, let’s just say it’s never gone that well…. So I’ve 
decided I’m stubbornly remaining female. Albeit one who eschews the stereotype. I consider my identity to 
be the same as everyone else’s on the planet – i.e. I am a unique human being (for me that also translates 
to ‘child of God’). I wouldn’t presume to be able to understand and know everything about someone based 
solely on how they choose to identify. We humans are complex, surprising, interesting to get to know, and 
ever growing and changing – whatever our gender, sexuality, hairstyle or adeptness with a bread knife. 
Everyone behaves and expresses themselves in their own unique way and I would love to live in a world that 
simply allowed that to happen, without strict categories or labels, well, at least no more than 1… 
 

þ - Unique human (please provide tea, biscuits and years of friendship if you wish to know more). 
Angela Bambury 
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The Gender of God 

 

 
Recently I have begun to encounter 
‘inclusive language’ in churches, 
especially those which are trying to 
make their liturgies, prayers and 
songs more accessible to people. In 
one church I visited I asked why they 
had completely stopped referring to 
God as ‘Father’. Their explanation 
was a little surprising. I was told that 
some of the congregation had 
experienced physical or sexual abuse 
from their own fathers, and calling 
God ‘Father’ might cause them 
distress. I wasn’t convinced by this 
line of thinking, wondering if there 
might be others who had been 
abused by their mothers, or sisters or 
brothers. On that principle, they 
would have to exclude those words 
as well. Would it not be better to help 
those people deal with their 
childhood traumas with counselling, 
prayer, etc?  
 

In recent years, many hymn books 
have been revised to alter much 
loved verses and make them more 
gender balanced. I welcome such 
changes, provided that the new 
versions’ scanning and emphasis 
remain intact. 
 

But hymns usually deal with the 
gender of humanity. What about 
gender references to God? This is the 

point where things become a bit 
trickier. The Bible clearly describes 
the Father, yet there are many 
references to God’s caring and 
nurturing. The world in biblical 
times was very patriarchal, but 
many Christians today use this as a 
reason to be patriarchal now. 
‘Because it’s biblical’ they say! So, 
women should not be ordained 
and a husband should be the head 
of the family. 
 

Like most of us, I was brought up 
to understand God as Father. I said 
the Lord’s Prayer at home and in 
church, and no one ever referred 
to God as Mother. But I have 
slowly come around to the notion 
that to see God only as male is to 
limit the divine nature of the 
Godhead. Why can’t we see God as 
male and female, or even above 
and beyond gender altogether? 
And how would such a concept 
translate into our language in 
worship? Whilst I still find it a little 
unnatural to refer to God as ‘She’, 
that is probably because I’ve had a 
lifetime of thinking of God as male. 
 

As a transgender person, I have a 
slightly different and more 
complex understanding than most 
people of what gender is. Before I 

told anyone about my identity, 
people only saw me as male and 
that was how I presented. What 
they didn’t know was that I also 
had a strong female side, which I 
describe as ‘the other side of the 
coin’. I have been aware of this 
male and female duality since my 
pre-teen years, but it was only in 
later life that I went public and 
expressed both sides of my 
identity. Now, when I meet 
people, they usually react in one 
of two ways. They either assume 
that I am going to transition to 
female, or they think that I have 
taken up a strange dressing-up 
hobby, which is best kept out of 
sight, and most definitely not 
brought into church. Both of 
these views present a rather 
binary concept of gender and 
leave no consideration for the 
way I identify.  
 

Learning to accept who I am has 
been a tortuous and painful 
process, but now that I have 
been able to do so, I have been 
able to flourish as the authentic 
me. I have also been able to 
understand God in a new way, 
the Creator who is beyond our 
human imagining. 
 

Elaine Sommers 

“To us a priest is primarily a representative, a double 
representative, who represents us to God and God to us... 
We have no objection to a woman doing the first: the 
whole difficulty is with the second. But why? ... Suppose 
the reformer stops saying that a good woman may be like 
God and begins saying that God is like a good woman. 
Suppose he says that we might just as well pray to 'Our 
Mother which art in Heaven' as to 'Our Father'. Suppose he 
says that the Incarnation might just as well have taken a 
female as a male form, and the Second Person of the Trinity 
be as well called the Daughter as the Son. Suppose, finally, 
that the mystical marriage were reversed, that the Church 
were the Bridegroom and Christ the Bride. All this, as it 
seems to me, is involved in the claim that a woman can 
represent God as a priest does.” 
 

C. S. Lewis, Priestesses in the Church? 1948 
Photo by Beth Stephenson 
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Gender, Christianity and Science 

 As it happens the complex and often divisive theme of 
‘Gender and Christianity’ is what we have been trying 
to address for the last two months in our ‘Christians in 
Science’ local discussion group.  A basic question here 
is how binary are male and female genders, and if 
there are real differences, how much is due to nature 
and how much is nurture. This has important 
implications for the current transgender debate. 
 

Although some hard scientific evidence is becoming 
slowly available, the results are often hard to interpret, 
sometimes appear contradictory with correlation hard 
to separate from causes. Recent studies from brain 
scans, reported in New Scientist, seem to show there 
is no there’s no such thing as a ‘male’ or ‘female’ brain, 
the writer concluding “it’s a shame that people’s 
experience alone isn’t enough for us to recognise as a 
society that non-binary gender is legitimate.” However 
other earlier brain studies suggest that there may be 
some differences between the ‘average’ male and 
female brain, the former being more ‘systemising’ the 
latter more ‘empathising’.  This could be explained by 
the effect of testosterone within the brain and help 
understand conditions such as autism which are far 
more prevalent in males. Perhaps this also fits in with 
studies looking at differences between the two brain 
hemispheres, the right side being more generally 
associated with empathy, the left with systemizing. 
 

There are other surprises. We might expect fewer 
differences between the genders in more gender-
equal societies, however two recent studies have 
shown found evidence of the ‘patriarchy paradox’: a 
phenomenon whereby the more gender-equal a 
society, the more pronounced gender differences 
become. This seems to be counter intuitive and against 

the claims of some radical feminists that gender 
differences are culturally produced by a 
patriarchal society.  If gender is more fluid than 
we thought, the same seems to be true of 
sexuality a YouGov poll reporting almost half of 
18 to 24-year-olds now saying they are bisexual. 
 

These scientific and evidence based findings, 
whilst still preliminary, have important 
implications for theology and the church. 
Genesis tells us God made us in His image, male 
and female. Conservative Christians claim this 
means males and females are made to 
complement each other. However this 
argument has sometimes been used to deny the 
legitimacy of women priests and sexual 
relationships between LGBT people. If we are 
wary of this complementary view what should 
take its place? Perhaps, following Carl Jung with 
his theory of animus/anima, it may include 
finding the feminine side of us if we are 
biological men and the masculine side if we are 
women. 
 

These are some of the issues we’ve attempted 
to discuss. Next month we plan to extend this 
complex topic more directly into the still more 
topical and contentious issues associated with 
transgender by inviting a transgender person to 
join us.  Although some of our discussions look 
at issues from a scientific view point, no 
scientific knowledge is required to participate in 
the lively group discussions (contact via email 
a.john.bean@hotmail.co.uk). 
 

John Bean 

1. Understand, I am always trying to figure out what 
the soul is, and where hidden, and what shape and so, 
last week, when I found on the beach the ear bone of 
a pilot whale that may have died hundreds of years 
ago, I thought maybe I was close to discovering 
something for the ear bone, 
 

2. is the portion that lasts longest in any of us, man or 
whale; shaped like a squat spoon with a pink scoop 
where once, in the lively swimmer's head, it joined its 
two sisters in the house of hearing, it was only two 
inches long and thought: the soul might be like this so 
hard, so necessary, 

3. yet almost nothing. Beside me the grey sea was 
opening and shutting its wave-doors, unfolding 
over and over its time-ridiculing roar; I looked but 
I couldn't see anything through its dark-knit glare; 
yet don't we all know, the golden sand is there at 
the bottom, though our eyes have never seen it, 
nor can our hands ever catch it 
 

4. lest we would sift it down into fractions, and 
facts certainties and what the soul is, also I believe 
I will never quite know. Though I play at the edges 
of knowing, truly I know our part is not knowing, 
but looking, and touching, and loving, which is the 
way I walked on, softly, through the pale-pink 
morning light. 
By Denise Leverton, submitted by Ginny Royston 
 

Bones 
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Women in Bible and Church 

 Well….. the bells pealed, the sun shone, the 
people dressed up, the clergy robed, the wine 
flowed and after an hour or so of beautiful music 
and liturgy, Bristol had formally welcomed the 
first woman to hold the office of Bishop in the 
history of the Diocese.   It was a remarkable 
moment in the long story of women’s place in the 
Church. Nine women Bishops now in the Church 
of England I believe, and many more for much 
longer in other parts of the Anglican Community. 
 

But, as I contemplated the occasion, my mind 
went back nearly 25 years to the moment when 
women first became priests and I recalled the 
journey that had taken me along that path. I think 
I first saw an advert in the Church Times in the 
early 60’s, announcing a meeting for those who 
would like to discuss the possibility of opening the 
priesthood to women in the Anglican church. I 
remember thinking what a ridiculous idea!! At the 
time, my own clerical ambitions were confined to 
endeavouring to marry a priest, as I thought I 
could see how this would open up a most 
satisfactory role for myself as “vicar’s wife”  in my 
husband’s parish.   I was about 18 years old at the 
time! 
 

When I finally began on the road towards 
priesthood myself (via that of Deaconess of 
course and later, Deacon), I was taken aback at 
the strength of hostility, prejudice and downright 
misogyny I encountered, either personally or 
through hearing of the experience of others.  As a 
professional woman, I had never had to think 
about being treated differently or being excluded 
from things, let alone being spat at in church – yes 
that really happened to a friend of mine! 
 

Why I wonder did it take the Church so long to 
recognise her daughters as being of equal value 
and being equally loved and accepted as her 
sons? It is an extraordinary puzzle, because it is so 
very obvious that Jesus Himself went out of His 
way to affirm and accept women into His 
company. Born into, living in and ministering 
within a highly patriarchal society, Jesus broke 
away from the customs and traditions in which He 
was embedded. 
 

Perhaps we have become so habituated to 
hearing the many stories of Jesus’ dealings with 
women that we forget how extraordinary and 
revolutionary His behaviour was.  

There are so many of them! Special friends like Mary 
Magdalene; women He frequently dropped by on 
and ate with like Martha and Mary: women who 
supported Him and the disciples materially, like 
Joanna and Susanna; sick women who had given up 
all hope of being healed; women whose loved ones 
He restored to life and health; women who found a 
new role in their community because of Him. 
 

Take the story of the Samaritan woman that Jesus 
encountered at Jacob’s well (John 4).  Some of us 
had a most enjoyable evening together recently, 
studying it in the pub over a pint of beer! Here Jesus,  
a man on His own, has a prolonged theological 
discussion with a woman who has been ostracised 
by her neighbours because of her domestic 
arrangements.  Yet her encounter with Jesus is so 
utterly life changing that it enables her to become 
the means by which many of her neighbours and 
friends follow her back to the well and recognise 
Jesus as the Saviour of the world! Surely she is 
indeed the first Apostle – messenger – bringing the 
good news of Jesus to those around her. And from 
being a woman of contempt, Jesus opens out a new 
beginning, a new life, a new place of freedom and 
peace and acceptance in her community. 
 

In his wonderful book: “Jesus - an Historical 
Approximation”, Jose Pagola puts it like this: Jesus 
“approaches (women) without hesitation and 
relates to them openly without being afraid of any 
prejudices. Women must have been attracted to His 
presence. For many, it meant being free, at least for 
the moment, from the life of marginalisation and 
work they led at home.  Some even dared to follow 
Him on the Galilean paths….. They never hear from 
Jesus the disrespectful attitudes that the rabbis 
would later express. He never exhorts them to be 
submissive to their husbands or to the patriarchal 
system. Jesus shows no animosity or carefulness 
toward them. Only respect, compassion and 
unexpected sympathy.” 
 

We might wonder how the Church got it so badly 
wrong over so many centuries! But instead let’s 
rejoice that Bishop Viv has come amongst us as a 
symbol of all that Jesus signifies in His all-inclusive 
acceptance and love for all people. 
 

Sue  
Parfitt 
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Cotham PCC 3 October 2018 

 
 

St Paul’s PCC 24 September 2018 

 
 

Our church building 'Re-Ordering' is a big project 
for us. We are ready to talk to architects and 
David is going to meet them. Consultations are 
needed next, including that of the congregation 
and wider community. 
 

We reflected again on how the PCC should work 
together. The order of St Francis seeks to operate 
with humility, love and joy. We expressed an 
intention to hold that practice, being full of care 
for each other.  
 

Money: amounts were debated and decided on 
of what we should pay to the diocese to support 
the costs of running the church. The charities we 
will support in 2019 were agreed, acknowledging 
how healthy it is to give 10% of our income to 
those in greater need. 
 

Aid Box: a local refugee and asylum seeker 
support charity looking to run a community 
women's drop in. We'd like to give them free use 
of our halls for at least six months to begin 
something of a partnership relationship. We 
hope they may come to talk to the church about 
their activities.  
 

GDPR - how the church takes care of personal 
information that comes into its stewardship. We 
approved Alice’s drafted policy, a compliant 
requirement. 
 

Olive updated us on safeguarding. Lots of the 
congregation need to complete online training on 
the diocesan website. The Bishop of London talks 
about safeguarding as a theological priority for 
her because god longs for her children to be able 
to flourish.  
 

We looked at planning some of the upcoming 
events including the harvest festival, student 
welcome, All Souls and All Saints services, advent 
workshop, Christmas star for the tower, Bristol 
Old Vic's nativity, and Christingle.  
 

Chris reminded us that we need a new treasurer 
- please tell us if you would like to do it.   
 

Dave Patterson 

We were delighted to have David in the chair for 
the first time, as well as to welcome Nigel 
Gibbons to his first PCC at St Paul’s. 
 

David gave huge thanks to the organisers of the 
recent retreat and said he was sure it would 
have a positive impact across the benefice.  He 
also reiterated the appeal for someone to join 
the editorial team for Connections. Thanks to 
Bethany who had stepped in. 
 

We were grateful to Jo Straw who had agreed 
to become Data Protection Officer for St Paul's 
and she reported on our current position and 
her plan of action. 
 

We received a report on our current financial 
position from Michael Hensman and discussion 
followed on our Parish Share contribution in the 
light of the recommendation from the Diocese 
and what might be realistic for us. We agreed to 
increase our Share in line with inflation. 
 

Selma updated us on safeguarding.  She noted 
that the audit would be completed within the 
next fortnight. Amongst other things, she would 
follow up on various issues to do with training 
and the different levels required depending on 
the roles that people fulfilled. 
 

Rachel and Morwenna reported on the work of 
the Charities Group and plans to increase 
awareness of the charities to which we donate.  
David noted it was important that we support 
charities that most closely reflect our ethos and 
priorities. He was impressed with our principle 
of 10% charitable giving and was keen that we 
maintain that. 
 

David met with Ed Davis and all agreed that it 
was probably not the best use of his time to 
come to PCC regularly but that he come 
occasionally when there were items relevant to 
his role. 
 

We discussed our engagement with students, 
especially as term approached, and how we 
could make St Paul's more student-friendly. 
 

With 2 new babies, an impetus to make St Paul's 
more welcoming for babies. Various measures 
had already been taken, but need to think more 
about resources we could and should provide.  
 

Margaret Peirson 
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White Poppies for Peace and Remembrance 
 
 

Cotham has white poppies available, bought from 
the Peace Pledge Union, as we approach the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the First World War. 
 

There are three elements to the symbolism of 
white poppies: they represent remembrance for 
all victims of war; a commitment to non-violence 
and peace, and a challenge to attempts to 
glamorise or celebrate war. 
 

White poppies recall all victims of all wars, 
including those being fought today. This includes 
people of all nationalities, civilians and members 
of armed forces. Today, over 90% of people killed 
in warfare are civilians. 
 

In wearing white poppies, we remember all those 
killed in war, all those wounded in body or mind, 
the millions who have been made sick or 
homeless by war and the families and 
communities torn apart. We also remember those 
killed or imprisoned for refusing to fight and for 
resisting war. 

A message originally associated with 
Remembrance Day, after the First World War, 
was “never again”, but this message slipped 
away. In response, white poppies were 
developed in 1933 by the Co-operative 
Women's Guild to affirm the message of “no 
more war”. Many of the women were mothers, 
sisters, widows or sweethearts of men killed in 
the First World War. 
 

Some people choose to wear a white poppy 
entwined with a red one, to show a 
remembrance  of the sacrifices of those who 
have died in war, but also looking to a future of 
peace and non-violence. 
 

Sally Seaman 

Photo courtesy of Sally Seaman 

Listening and Hearing 
 
 

At a recent Sunday Eucharist I failed to hear 
two of the three readings. The fact that I heard 
the third and the sermon suggests that, 
although I am of an age where my hearing may 
be failing, it is not just about my failing 
faculties. Later I went to a concert at Cotham 
and hardly heard any of the verbal 
introductions to the musical pieces despite the 
fact that I was sitting right of the front and that 
some of the people whom I could not hear 
were using the microphone. 
 

Much attention is paid to  ensure that 
adequate facilities are provided for the 
profoundly deaf to understand what is going 
on around them. But, comparatively little 
attention is paid to people with hearing 
impairments - people who will encounter 
frustrations unless people can articulate very 
clearly the contents of what they are saying. 
Given the average age of the Cotham 
congregation I imagine that this is a problem 
encountered by others. 

I suspect it is not just a matter that can be resolved 
by technology (loop systems, microphones), but 
how people articulate their words, where people 
stand in relation to their audience, their posture, 
how they interact with any written material in front 
of them. Therefore may I suggest that those of us at 
Cotham who in some capacity need to address the 
congregation (as intercessors or lesson readers, or 
people just making announcements) need some 
training in these matters how to address a 
congregation, how to read the lesson, how to use 
the microphone, how to use the loop system, how 
to read from a text and at the same time convey its 
meaning. 
 

Christianity is after all the religion of the Word. Let’s 
hear it.  
 

Richard Henderson 
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Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany at the Benefice 

 
 

Advent Carol Service at St Paul's - Sunday 2nd December at 6pm 
 

Creative Eucharist at St Paul’s with The Fish Club Christmas play 
- Sunday 9th December at 10.30am 
 

Advent Workshop at Cotham - Saturday 15th December at 2pm 
 

Christmas Carol Service at St Paul’s - Sunday 16th December at 
4pm 
 

Christingle Service at Cotham - Monday 24th December at 4pm 
 

Benefice Midnight Mass at Cotham - Monday 24th December at 
11.30pm 
 

Christmas Morning Eucharist at Cotham - Tuesday 25th 
December at 10am 
 

Christmas Morning Eucharist at St Paul's - Tuesday 25th 
December at 10.30am 
 

Ecumenical service for the First Sunday of Christmas at Victoria 
Methodist Church - Sunday 30th December at 10am 
 

Epiphany Eucharist at Cotham - Sunday 6th January at 10am 
 

Epiphany Eucharist at St Paul's - Sunday 6th January at 10.30am 
 

Sent in by Mary Ingram 
 

The Lord is my pilot, I shall not drift. 
He lighteth me across dark waters. 
He steereth me in deep channels. He keepeth my log. 
He guideth me by the star of holiness for His names sake. 
Yea, even midst the thunders and tempests of my life, 
Thy love and Thy care, they shelter me. 
Thou preparest a harbour before me 
In the homeland of Eternity 
Thou annointest the waves with oil - my ship rides calmly. 
Surely sunlight and starlight shall favour me, 
On the voyage that I take, 
And I will rest in the port of my God forever. 
Amen 

The Seafarers’ 23rd Psalm 

 
 I came across this at an Interdenominational 

Church Service while at sea in the Baltic. It 
was surprisingly moving to say it while at 
sea. Readers can sniff at it if they will but I 
found it a new slant on something familiar.  
 

Mary Ingram 

Photo of painting at Bristol 
Museum by Beth Stephenson 

“The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David.’” 
 

Luke 1:30-33 
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Jessie May: Tree of Light Celebration:  
The Christmas Tree at Cotham 

 This is the sixth year there has been a large 
Christmas tree at Cotham throughout 
December, decorated with stars and white 
lights. This tree comes to us courtesy of Jessie 
May – a Bristol based Children’s Hospice at 
Home Charity – who themselves receive it 
courtesy of Frenchay Trees.  
 

Jessie May is a Children's Hospice at Home 
service caring for local terminally ill children, 
many of whom live with very complex needs 
over a number of years. It provides vital respite 
care, emotional support, end of life care and 
bereavement support alongside family events 
that help create treasured memories.  The 
charity works throughout Bristol, South 
Gloucestershire, North Somerset, Wiltshire and 
Bath & North East Somerset. Service to families 
started in 1996, since which time it has cared for 
more than 300 children; currently there are 141 
families receiving support and nearly 50 families 
accessing its bereavement support. 

Early each December, in Cotham Church, 
Jessie May staff, with as many families as are 
able, come together for a time of recollection 
and remembrance to celebrate the very 
special young people they help care for; and to 
remember those who have died.  They do this 
with readings, music and time for reflection. 
Prior to the event each family who has ever 
received services from the charity is sent 
information about it and a star (or stars). 
Those who come place their star, with their 
child’s name on, on the tree during a time of 
silence during the service, those who cannot 
come may send theirs in so a member of the 
Jessie May Team can place them and anyone 
present is free to do likewise. Stars will be left 
at the back of church for congregation 
members to write on if they wish. When we 
take the tree down in January, the stars are 
offered up at the Offertory before being 
returned to Jessie May. 
 

https://www.jessiemay.org.uk/ 
 

Latest newsletter: 
https://www.jessiemay.org.uk/fundraising-and-
events/newsletters/ 
 

This year the Celebration is on Dec 7th. 
 

Jo Chambers 

Here is what one parent said: 
 

“Going to the Tree of Light Celebration was 
scary, as the pain at Christmas time of losing 
my son is so hard. The ceremony is amazing and 
beautiful; and it helped being in the company 
of other people who have lost a child. I left the 
ceremony with a warm content feeling at the 
Jessie May staff. The Tree of Light is now a 
tradition that I will go to and take my other 
children to remember our lost star.” 

“The little children were being brought 
to him in order that he might lay his 
hands on them and pray. The disciples 
spoke sternly to those who brought 
them; but Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to me, and do not stop 
them; for it is such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven belongs.’ And he 
laid his hands on them and went on his 
way.” 
 

Matthew 19:13-16 
Photo by David Stephenson 
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Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline (CCL) Visit to Belarus 
 

The Joliba Trust - November Charity of the Month 
 

Photos courtesy of Sally Seaman 

Joliba funds self-help development work in over 200 villages 
in Mali, W Africa. It is one of the poorest countries in the 
world, with most people living from the land as farmers and 
cattle-herders. It has become much more difficult to make a 
living because of desertification and climate change. 
 

Our projects include training in maternal health and 
nutrition; environmental work to sustain livelihoods and 
improve food security; tree planting, pasture regeneration, 
dune stabilisation, and the provision of wells and water. 
 

I have supported this impressive charity for over 30 years, 
since it was started in Bristol. A little can make such a big 
difference to people’s lives in Mali, and 95% of all donations 
goes straight into fieldwork. www.jolibatrust.org.uk 
 

Sally Seaman 
 

In Minsk, we visited one of the families we’ve been 
supporting for a long time; Natalia, her ex-partner 
and two children who live in a flat. Stepan is a shy boy 
of 7 and Rita is 9 and has brain damage, so has very 
limited movement, can’t talk and is fed by a tube into 
her stomach. Natalia is an amazing, bubbly woman 
who has fought for the best for Rita – the system 
provides very little. CCL have provided equipment 
that wasn’t available in Belarus, for example a special 
swivel table that goes from upright to horizontal, 
which can help with Rita’s breathing and changing. 
 

We also visited Minsk Children’s cancer hospital, 
which now treats young adults up to the age of 30. It 
was set up with Austrian funding and is now funded 
internationally. It is the best treatment centre in the 
country, but according to Dennis (CEO of CCL) the 
chemotherapy drugs are not as pure as those we have 
access to so recovery takes longer. Why are cancers 
occurring in children when the Chernobyl accident 
was in 1986? According to the International 
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War 
(IPPNW), children of parents who were exposed to 
radiation have chromosome aberrations. Also, due to 
long latency periods, a significant increase in cancers 
is to be expected in the coming years. (Please see the 
report ‘Health Effects of Chernobyl’ which I’ve left at 
the back of church.) 
 

We then visited Nadezhda and Pavel in Stolin. Pavel is 
 

27 and is in a wheelchair – he can’t talk or 
walk. Nadezhda, in her 60s, is his 24/7 carer 
unless a neighbour helps out. She has to get 
him up a few steps into her flat and also get 
him in and out of the bath. We have 
contributed towards a wheelchair 
commode for Pavel, which we delivered, 
and CCL is looking into converting the 
bathroom and separate toilet into one 
bathroom with a longer bath and hoist. 
Again, Nadezhda was an amazing woman, 
who was totally dedicated to looking after 
her son and taking him on outings to her 
allotment or to the forest. 
 

In the next instalment I will tell you about 
my visits to the new families we may 
support and the conditions in rural areas.  
 

Sue Hawkins 
 

http://www.ccll.org.uk/ho/  

Photo courtesy of Sue Hawkins 
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Amos Trust’s ‘On Her Terms’ Project 
 

Amos Trust ‘s ON HER TERMS project, with its local 
partners in India, South Africa and Tanzania, focuses 
on girls who live on the streets in those countries. 
 

Most girls who come onto the streets have fled 
domestic abuse, neglect, forced marriage (often as 
young as 11 or 12), and extreme poverty. 
 

On the streets they experience far higher levels of 
abuse. They are preyed upon and quickly find 
themselves trapped in abusive relationships with 
older boyfriends or in commercial sex work, abusing 
alcohol and drugs. Instead of supporting these girls 
and recognising the choices they have had to make, 
they are looked down on, and made to feel ashamed 
for the abuse that others have perpetrated against 
them. They learn not to trust anyone, not to trust 
 
 

anyone, not to believe in themselves and that 
there is no way out for them. 
 

People naturally want to rescue girls from this 
situation – yet this proves impossible.  The girls 
have been so battered by experiences, that they 
rebel against this, push workers to the extremes, 
or run back to the streets.  Amos Trust estimate 
that at every stage it is 8-times harder working 
with girls than with boys – and therefore many 
projects give up trying. 
 

However Amos Trust did not believe that was 
good enough, and is pioneering new ways forward 
with partners in India, South Africa and Tanzania. 
 

For more information, look at 
https://www.amostrust.org/amos-street-child/on-
her-terms/on-her-terms-campaign 
 

Nigel Seaman    #onherterms 
 

Marmalade Trust 
 

Marmalade Trust is a small Bristol based charity that 
supports lonely and isolated people in the local region. Every 
year (since 2013) we've been inviting people who are 
otherwise on their own to join us for a family orientated 
Christmas Day lunch in pubs and restaurants around Bristol/S 
Glos/N Somerset. Over 100 volunteers kindly help us out 
with the coordination and drive our guests to and from their 
home on Christmas Day. It's a wonderful community effort. 
Loneliness doesn't just affect people at Christmas so we offer 
ongoing support to our guests throughout the year and help 
them find friendship. 
 

Olive Gascoigne 

December Charities of the Month – The Marmalade Trust and 
Amos Trust’s ‘On Her Terms’ 

 
 

The Benefice Has Joined Twitter! 

 
 Cotham - @cothamparishch1 
 

St Pauls - @clifton_pauls 
 
 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms 
and hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God.” 
 

Colossians 3.16 

https://marmaladetrust.org  
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• Thursday 8th November - Benefice Book Group, discussing The Buried Giant by Kazuo Ishiguro 
 

• Friday 9th November at the vicarage (12 Belgrave Road) - Junior Church/Fish Club Fireworks Party 
 

• Tuesday 13th November 10am-1pm in the small hall, Cotham - Art Group. For more details contact 
Sara on 07792721478 

 

• Tuesday 27th November 10am-1pm in the small hall, Cotham - Art Group. For more details contact 
Sara on 07792721478 

 

• Sunday 2nd December 3.30pm and 6pm at Cotham - Bristol Old Vic (BOV) Nativity Play 
 

• Tuesday 4th December 10am-1pm in the small hall, Cotham - Art Group. For more details contact 
Sara on 07792721478 

 

• Thursday 6th December 2.30pm-4pm at Cotham - Time Out Teas 
 

• Friday 7th December at Cotham – Jessie May Tree of Light Celebration 
 

• Tuesday 11th December 10am-1pm in the small hall, Cotham - Art Group. For more details contact 
Sara on 07792721478 

Dates for your Diary 

 
 

New Year - 
a time to take stock? 
to try something new? 
to think about 
priorities & longings? 
 

A Month of Accompanied Prayer 
will be held in the benefice 

 Sunday January 13th to  
Sunday February 10th 

Four weeks meeting weekly 1 to 1 with an 
experienced listener from outside the 

benefice 
 

This is about: 
getting in touch with feelings,  
not getting it right, 
trying to make time to connect with God,  
in ways that are right for you, 
meeting up at a time to fit in with your week. 
Details from Catherine Richards  
0117 9744062 
or cathrichards@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

Catherine needs to know by mid-December 
please 
 

Catherine and Christopher Richards 

“In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.” 
 

Matthew 5.16 

Photo by David Stephenson 


