
 
Service for  

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 
 

 

 
Iryna Kolesnykova - Musical accompaniment  

 

The Parishes of  
St Paul’s Clifton and Cotham 

 



The Gathering  
 
Words of welcome, introduction and invitation 
 

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Penitence  
 

Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: 
come among us and save us. 
 

Pause for silent reflection 
 

You asked for faith and trust;  
we demanded proof and certainty.  
Lord have mercy  
Lord have mercy  
 

Your love was stronger than death;  
we built tombs around our hearts.  
Christ have mercy  
Christ have mercy  
 

You sent us into the world with a message of hope;  
we lingered in comfortable despair.  
Lord have mercy  
Lord have mercy 
 

May the God of love and mercy bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, 
and embrace us in his eternal love  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Gloria 
 

 



The Collect 
 

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory. 
 

Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
New Testament reading: Acts 17.22-31 
 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything 
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and 
move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 
“For we too are his offspring.”  
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, 
or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will 
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Hymn: 
 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, O weary one, lay down 
your head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
weary and worn and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, 
and he has made me glad. 
 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink, and live." 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 
 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"I am this dark world's Light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
and all your days be bright." 
I looked to Jesus and I found 
in him my Star, my Sun; 
and in that light of life I'll walk, 
'til trav'ling days are done. 

Horatius Bonar 
 
Gospel Reading: John 14.15-21 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. 
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On 
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 



They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
Reflection: Ginny 
  
Profession of faith 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the 
one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died 
for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of 
God and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith: 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Intercessions: Anne Harding 
 
Reflective Prayer: Xanthe  
 
Anthem: Tallis – If ye love me 
 
The service continues by Zoom 
 
  



The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
Gathering Anthem: All Shall be Well – David Ogden 
 
The Peace 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  
 

Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ  
be always with you  
and also with you.  Alleluia! 
  

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace  
 
Chant: Eat this bread 
 

 
 
  



Preparation of the table 
 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
And now we give you thanks 
because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned, 
the long reign of sin is ended, 
a broken world is being renewed 
and humanity is once again made whole. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
   

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
   



Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
   

On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
   

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
   

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
   

Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth,  
heal the sick,   
let the oppressed go free  
and fill your Church with power from on high.  
   

  



Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with [N and] all your saints at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
 
Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 



 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Communion Hymn: 
 

Gifts of bread and wine, gifts we're offered, 
fruits of labour, fruits of love, 
taken, offered, sanctified, 
Blessed and broken; words of one who died. 
 

'Take my body, take my saving blood.' 
Gifts of bread and wine: Christ our Lord. 
 
Christ our Saviour, living presence here, 
as he promised while on earth: 
'I am with you for all time, 
I am with you in this bread and wine.' 
 

'Take my body, take my saving blood.' 
Gifts of bread and wine: Christ our Lord. 
 
To the Father, with the Spirit, 
one in union with the Son, 
for God's people, joined in prayer, 
faith is strengthened by the food we share. 
 

'Take my body, take my saving blood.' 
Gifts of bread and wine: Christ our Lord.  

Christine McCann © 1978 Kevin Mayhew Ltd  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 
  



Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The Blessing 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

May the living God  
remove the suffocating shroud that lies upon our world;  
May the risen Saviour  
draw the sting of death, bringing all to life in him;  
May the flowing Spirit  
set us and all creation free and seal our hearts with faith; 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
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