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The Gathering  
 
Introit: The Lord is my Light – Esther Bersweden 
 

 
 
Words of welcome, introduction and invitation 
 
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Penitence  
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. 
Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness, 
all slander and malice, 
and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 

Pause for silent reflection 
 

You are the never-ceasing open gift of love;  
we turn in upon ourselves.  
Lord have mercy Lord have mercy  
You live beyond all centres of power;  
we enclose your grace.  
Christ have mercy Christ have mercy  
You rejoice in a multitude of names;  
we try to pin you down.  
Lord have mercy Lord have mercy 
 



May the God of love and mercy bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, 
and embrace us in his eternal love  
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
The Gloria 
 

 
 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray that we may life in the life of God. 
 

Holy God, 
faithful and unchanging: 
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, 
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, 
that we may truly worship you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-31 
 

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand 
   and marked off the heavens with a span, 
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure, 
   and weighed the mountains in scales 
   and the hills in a balance?  
Who has directed the spirit of the Lord, 
   or as his counsellor has instructed him?  
Whom did he consult for his enlightenment, 
   and who taught him the path of justice? 
Who taught him knowledge, 
   and showed him the way of understanding?  
Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket, 
   and are accounted as dust on the scales; 
   see, he takes up the isles like fine dust.  
Lebanon would not provide fuel enough, 
   nor are its animals enough for a burnt-offering.  
All the nations are as nothing before him; 
   they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.  
 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 
   and speak, O Israel, 
‘My way is hidden from the Lord, 
   and my right is disregarded by my God’?  
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
   his understanding is unsearchable.  
He gives power to the faint, 
   and strengthens the powerless.  
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
   and the young will fall exhausted;  
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
   they shall walk and not faint. 
 
 
 



New Testament reading: 2 Corinthians 13.11-13 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, 
agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be 
with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn:  

 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
Holy is the Lord God almighty. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
Holy is the Lord God almighty. 
Who was, and is, and is to come, 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 
 

Blessed, blessed, blest is he who comes, 
blest is he who comes in the Lord's name. 
Blessed, blessed, blest is he who comes, 
blest is he who comes in the Lord's name. 
Hosanna in the heights of heav'n.  
Blessed, blessed, blessed is the Lord. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 28.16-20 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
Reflection: Christopher Richards 



Profession of faith 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the 
one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died 
for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of 
God and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith: 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Intercessions: Keith Beasley 
 
Blessing in a Time Violence  
 

Which is to say 
this blessing 
is always. 
 

Which is to say 
there is no place 
this blessing  
does not long 
to cry out 
in lament, 
to weep its words 
in sorrow, 
to scream its lines 
in sacred rage. 
 

Which is to say 
there is no day 
this blessing ceases 
to whisper 
into the ear 
of the dying, 
the despairing, 
the terrified. 
 



Which is to say 
there is no moment 
this blessing refuses 
to sing itself 
into the heart 
of the hated 
and the hateful, 
the victim 
and the victimizer, 
with every last 
ounce of hope 
it has. 
 

Which is to say 
there is none 
that can stop it, 
none that can 
halt its course, 
none that will 
still its cadence, 
none that will 
delay its rising, 
none that can keep it 
from springing forth 
from the mouths of us 
who hope, 
from the hands of us 
who act, 
from the hearts of us 
who love, 
from the feet of us 
who will not cease 
our stubborn, aching 
marching, marching 
 

until this blessing 
has spoken 
its final word, 
until this blessing 
has breathed 
its benediction 
in every place, 
in every tongue: 
 



Peace. 
Peace. 
Peace. 
 

Jan Richardson 
 
Anthem: Glinka – The Cherubic Hymn  
 

Translation: 
Let us join with the angels: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of hosts. 
Blessed Trinity, we praise thee, 
as we sing our thrice holy hymn to thee. 
Now as we draw near thy throne of grace 
let our hearts cast off earthly care. Amen. 
Glory be to God in the highest: 
with the angelic host above 
we worship thee and praise thee. Alleluia. 
 
The service continues on Zoom and YouTube livestream 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace 
 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
 

The peace of God in community be always with you. 
and also with you.  
  

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace  
 
Chant: In our darkness 
 

 
 



Preparation of the table 
 

Blessed be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Threefold and glorious God, in Fatherly joy you created all things 
through the grace of your Word and the wisdom of your Spirit. 
In the depth of your love for the world you gave your only Son 
that all might come to new life in your Spirit. 
You rolled away the stone by your hand of life 
and in the power of your Spirit 
raised your incarnate Son from the dead. 
In your abundant mercy you breathed your Spirit upon fearful disciples, 
giving them the fire of your love to live as the body of your Son. 
And so adoring you with apostles and prophets, 
with martyrs and saints, with angles and archangels, 
with cherubim and seraphim 
and with all your glorious company in bright array, 
we celebrate the glory of your praise. 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
  



Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
   

Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
   

On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
   

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
   

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
   

  



Look with favour on your people  
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth,  
heal the sick,   
let the oppressed go free  
and fill your Church with power from on high.  
   

Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with [N and] all your saints at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to fulfilment in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father, in the words of the Son 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
 
  



Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn:  
 

We cannot measure how You heal 
Or answer every sufferer's prayer 
Yet we believe Your grace responds 
Where faith and doubt unite to care 
Your hands though bloodied on the cross 
Survive to hold and heal and warn 
To carry all through death to life 
And cradle children yet unborn 
 

The pain that will not go away 
The guilt that clings from things long past 
The fear of what the future holds 
Are present as if meant to last 
But present too is love which tends 
The hurt we never hoped to find 
The private agonies inside 
The memories that haunt the mind 
 

So some have come who need Your help 
And some have come to make amends 
As hands which shaped and saved the world 
Are present in the touch of friends 
Lord let Your Spirit meet us here 
To mend the body mind and soul 
To disentangle peace from pain 
And make Your broken people whole 

John L. Bell 
 



Post Communion Prayer 
 

God revealed in the stranger’s approach  
and the bread of hospitality,  
in the message of new life  
and the laughter of response:  
we thank you for this meal,  
this sharing in yourself,  
and we pray that our communion  
might be broken apart for the world.  
Amen. 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The Blessing 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

May the outrageous welcome of the Father  
accept us for who we are;  
may the incarnation of the Word  
touch and hold us close;  
may the wandering of the Spirit  
help us risk ourselves for love;  
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Closing anthem: Chilcott – Irish Blessing 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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