
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

 
 

Stop making my Father’s house a market-place! 
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St Paul’s Clifton and Cotham 
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The Gathering  
 

Introit: The Lent Prose 
 

Refrain: 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 

for we have sinn'd against thee. 
 

God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated 

bow down and hearken to they children 

pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. [Refrain] 

 

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Words of introduction and invitation 

 

Penitence 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 

Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 

and acknowledge our sin in penitence and faith. 
 

Pause for silent reflection 
 

Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness 

and cleanse me from my sin: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Make me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me: 

Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Cast me not away from your presence 

and take not your holy spirit from me: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and mercy bring us back to himself, 

forgive us our sins, 

and embrace us in his eternal love  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 
 

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the life we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.18-25 
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’  

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn:  

 

1 Forty days and forty nights 

Thou wast fasting in the wild, 

Forty days and forty nights 

Tempted and yet undefiled. 
 

2 Sunbeams scorching all the day, 

Chilly dewdrops nightly shed, 

Prowling beasts about thy way, 

Stones thy pillow, earth thy bed. 
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3 Let us thine endurance share, 

And awhile from joys abstain, 

With thee watching unto prayer, 

Strong with thee to suffer pain. 
 

4 And if Satan, vexing sore, 

Flesh or spirit should assail, 

Thou, his vanquisher before, 

Grant we may not faint nor fail. 
 

5 So shall we have peace divine, 

Holier gladness ours shall be, 

Round us too shall angels shine, 

Such as ministered to thee. 
 

6 Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, 

Ever constant by thy side, 

That with thee we may appear 

At the eternal Eastertide. 
George Hunt Smyttan 

 

Gospel Reading: John 2.13-22 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 

temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-

changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 

out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 

of the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were 

selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 

house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for 

your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you 

show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he 

was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and 

the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Reflection: Pippa White 
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Profession of Faith 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 

Intercessions 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
The Peace 
 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace. 

 

Anthem: If ye love me – Esther Bersweden 

 

Preparation of the table 
 

Merciful Father, 

turn us from sin to faithfulness 

and from disobedience to love, 

and prepare us to celebrate 

the death and resurrection of Christ our Saviour 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here  

God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For in these forty days 

you lead us into the desert of repentance 

that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 

we may grow in grace 

and learn to be your people once again. 

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 

you bring us back to your generous heart. 

Through study of your holy word 

you open our eyes to your presence in the world 

and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 

with joyful hearts and minds 

we bless you for your mercy 

and join with saints and angels 

praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as follow his example and obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 

 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father,  

in the words of the Son 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 

whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 

 

Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 
 

Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love.  

Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith.  

Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole.  
Come, there is room for all. 

 

Communion Chant: Be still – Esther Bersweden 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 

Merciful Lord, 

grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 

   of the world, the flesh and the devil, 

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 
Common Worship: Times and Season, material from which is included in this service is 
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