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The Gathering  
 

A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some moments of shared quiet 

preparation. This is followed by a piece of reflective music (Introit) 

 

We stand 

 

Greeting 
 

In the name of God, Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer 

Amen.  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

 

The minister leading the service offers words of introduction and invitation 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Here together, we bring our yearning for change 

The Creator is among us 

Here together, we own our connection with all things 

Christ is before us 

Here together, we listen for God’s word 

The Spirit is upon us 

Here together, we meet around your table, 

Loving Trinity within us 

Here together, we pledge ourselves to action. 

Praise God, who wrestles alongside us. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

We acknowledge the violence in our hearts wounded by sin 

towards the soil, the water, the air and all forms of life.  

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 
 

We confess our carbon footprints, our failure to consider  

the consequences of our actions, our slowness to react.  

Your earth is exploited, and we are complicit. 

Christ have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

 

We confess that we have taken too much  

not considering the needs of future life on this earth.  

We have become consumers, turning a blind eye to greed.  

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 
 



We ask your forgiveness for our ecological debts 

and grace for conversion of life. 

Lord Jesus Christ we seek a fresh encounter with you 

who hold all the creatures of this world to yourself. 

Christ have mercy 

Christ have mercy 

 

Absolution 
 

Restore us Creator, Word and Breath of Life 

to live in communion with you, 

with others and with all creatures 

in this one earth, our common home. 

Amen. 
 

The Gloria  
 

We sing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, 

you have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 

and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 

where we shall see you face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 

We sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Numbers 11.4-6,10-16,24-29 

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, ‘If 

only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the 

cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried 

up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at. ’Moses heard the people weeping 

throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very 

angry, and Moses was displeased.  

So Moses said to the Lord, ‘Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not 

found favour in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did I conceive 

all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, “Carry them in your 

bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child”, to the land that you promised on oath to their 

ancestors? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me 

and say, “Give us meat to eat!” I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too 

heavy for me.If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have 

found favour in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.’ 

So the Lord said to Moses, ‘Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know 

to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, 

and have them take their place there with you. So Moses went out and told the people the 

words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all 

around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some 

of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested 

upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men remained in the camp, 

one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were 

among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in 

the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 

camp.’ And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, ‘My lord 

Moses, stop them!’ But Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all 

the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!’ 
 

At the end of the reading: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand as we sing: 
 

Gradual hymn 68: Be still, my soul 

1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is at your side; 

bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 

leave to your God to order and provide; 

in ev’ry change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heav'nly friend, 

through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end. 



2. Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 

to guide the future as he has the past.  

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake, 

all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 

Be still, my soul: the tempests still obey 
his voice, who ruled them once on Galilee. 

3. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 

when we shall be for ever with the Lord, 

when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 

sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past 
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

Katherina von Schlegel trans. Jane L. Borthwick, alt. 

 

The Gospel Reading 
 

The gospel is announced: 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 9.38-50 

John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 

tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for no 

one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil of 

me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 

water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.‘If 

any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would 

be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown 

into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 

maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your 

foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two 

feet and to be thrown into hell., And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is 

better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be 

thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can 

you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’ 
 

 

At the end of the reading of the gospel: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

We sit 

 

 



Reflection 
 

One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and the theme of Creation-

tide. 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

We stand 
 

Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  

source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

I believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  

who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

I believe and trust in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  

who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 

I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith: 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

We sit 

 

The Intercessions 
 

The prayers may end: 

Merciful Father 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
We stand 

The Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life and our common home. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace  

We offer a gesture of peace to those around us 



 

The Offertory Hymn 

 
Offertory Anthem: Rutter: For the Beauty of the Earth 

 

Preparation of the table 

As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the bread is broken as we 

share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food that ‘tastes of freedom’. 

 

Blessed are you Lord God of all creation: through your goodness 

we have this bread to set before you which earth has given and 

human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Blessed are you Lord God of all creation: through your goodness 

we have this wine to set before you fruit of the vine and work of 

human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here  

God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

You spoke the Word and all that is in heaven and on the earth, 

all things came to be. 

Your Spirit hovered over the primal elements, 

and you brought forth life in forms innumerable, 

including this our fragile earth and we amongst its inhabitants. 
 

As our past is in you, so our hope for the future rests with you. 

As we have turned from your way,  

so we turn again to the warmth of your love. 

Through you all things are brought to new life. 

And now we give you thanks  

for the glories of your creation given into our care, 

and for the opportunities we have to share that richness with all your people. 
 

And so with the wonders of creation 

and the songs of praise of all your creatures both in heaven and on earth 

we praise you now and for ever saying: 

 

We sing 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 



God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

In the night that Jesus was betrayed he took bread, 

work of human hands, gift of our earth 

and gave thanks to God. 

He broke the bread to speak to us 

of the breaking of his body upon the cross. 

He gave it to his friends and said: 

Take and eat for this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

He took the wine 

and gave thanks to God Creator. 

He poured out the wine to speak to us of the pouring out of his blood. 

He gave it to his friends saying: 

This is my blood of the new covenant 

shed for you and for all creation 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Every time you drink of the wine do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 

Christ is risen 

Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore God, we who seek your reconciliation; 

we who need reconciliation one with another; 

we who hope for reconciliation with all creation 

draw close to this mystery. 
 

In being broken, spilt and buried, life sprang forth again. 

In the breaking there is an opening up; 

in the spilling there are the roots of sharing; 

in death and burial there is the seed of the new life to come. 
 

As we look in our world, in our lives and in our hearts for his coming again 

keep us close to this vision that we have seen. 

Through the giving in the bread and wine, 

reconcile us to our world and give us the broken oneness, 

the spilt unity and the buried resurrection, 

by which we can restore your creation and fulfil your will. 
 

Send upon us and upon all your creation 

the life giving Spirit who first moved upon the waters of the deep. 

Stir in us the creative and redeem the destructive. 

Unite us with you through the body and blood of your Son 



your Word made flesh as your Word has made flesh. 
 

By whom and with whom and in whom 

in the unity of your Creative Spirit 

with all that has been is and will be in your universe 

we stand before you and worship you God of all 

in songs of everlasting praise. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

We sit 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 

whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 

 

Agnus Dei 
 

We sing 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 



 

Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. 

Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. 

Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole. 

Come, there is room for all. 

 

Communion hymn 87: Broken for me 

Broken for me, broken for you, 

the body of Jesus, broken for you. 

 

1. He offered his body, he poured out his soul; 

Jesus was broken, that we might be whole. 

 

2. Come to my table and with me dine; 

eat of my bread and drink of my wine. 

 

3. This is my body given for you; 

eat it remembering I died for you. 

 

4. This is my blood I shed for you, 

for your forgiveness, making you new. 

 

 

Janet Lunt © 1978 Sovereign Music UK  

 

Communion 
 

We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to receive the bread that has 

been taken, blest and broken. If you would prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this 

service sheet with you to indicate this. 

Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Lord God, 

with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation 

and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: 

by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us 

and make us generous and wise stewards 

of the good things we enjoy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 
We stand 

The Blessing 

 
 



Go out into the world rejoicing,  

and encounter the Creator who waits to meet you there; 

Savour its richness and diversity  

and live as those who praise God for its’ bounty; 

and the blessing of the Creator God, the Eternal Father,  

the Risen Son and the Holy Spirit bless you  

that you might be a blessing to others  

today and always. 

Amen. 

Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared. 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, 

go in the light and peace of Christ,  

in the love of the Creator of all.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

The Final Hymn,  565: Praise, my soul 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! 

To his feet thy tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

who like me his praise should sing? 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise the everlasting King! 

 

2. Praise him for his grace and favour 

to our fathers in distress; 

praise him still the same as ever, 

slow to chide and swift to bless. 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 

3. Father-like, he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows; 

in his hands he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Widely as his mercy flows! 

4. Angels, help us to adore him; 

ye behold him face to face; 

sun and moon, bow down before him, 

dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise with us the God of grace! 

Henry Francis Lyt 
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