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He is risen indeed. Alleluia 

 
The Parishes of 

Cotham and St Paul’s Clifton  



Those parts of the service that change from week to week (readings and 
hymns) can be found in a supplementary sheet – please turn to this sheet 
where indicated with this symbol: ¶  
We are also using hymn books in some services and numbers will be 
announced. 
 

We say or sing the words in bold type 
 
The Gathering  
 
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some 
moments of shared quiet preparation. 
 

We stand 
 
¶ Hymn:  644 - The head that once was crowned with thorns 
 
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Words of introduction and invitation 
 
Penitence  
 

Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: 
come among us and save us. 
 

Pause for silent reflection 
 

You asked for faith and trust;  
we demanded proof and certainty.  
Lord have mercy  
Lord have mercy  
 

Your love was stronger than death;  
we built tombs around our hearts.  
Christ have mercy  
Christ have mercy  



 

You sent us into the world with a message of hope;  
we lingered in comfortable despair.  
Lord have mercy  
Lord have mercy 
 
Absolution  
 

May the God of love and mercy  
bring you back to himself, 
forgive you your sins, 
and embrace you in his eternal love  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 



¶ Collect 
 

Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 
 
¶ The Word 
  
Please sit  
 
¶ New Testament Reading: Acts 16.16-34 
 

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl 
who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of 
money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would 
cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim 
to you a way of salvation.’ She kept doing this for many days. But 
Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order you 
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out that 
very hour. 
 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was 
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market-
place before the authorities. When they had brought them before 
the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they 
are Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as 
Romans to adopt or observe.’ The crowd joined in attacking them, 
and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered 
them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe 
flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep 
them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the 
innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was 
an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were 



shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s 
chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison 
doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, 
since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted 
in a loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ The jailer 
called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul 
and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?’ They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.’ They spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of 
the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his 
entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into 
the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household 
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand as we sing: 
 

¶ Gradual Psalm: 941- Silent, surrendered 
 
¶ The Gospel Reading: John 17.20-26 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have 
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I 
in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so 
that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. 
 



‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; 
and these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to 
them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
We sit 
 
Reflection 
 

One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and 
themes of the day; an encouragement to connect faith with our lives 
 
We stand  
 

Profession of faith 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and 
life, the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human 
nature, died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 
people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith: 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 



We sit 
 

The Prayers of Intercessions 
 

We may use the response 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
  
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
¶ The Sacrament 
  
The Peace 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  
 

Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ  
be always with you  
and also with you.  Alleluia! 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace  
 

We offer a gesture of peace to those around us - you may like to 
exchange the Easter greeting:  
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  
  
  



¶ Offertory Hymn: I Rejoiced – Bernadette Farrell 
 
I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
"Let us go to the house of God." 
And now our feet are standing 
in your gates, O Jerusalem! 
 

Shalom, shalom,  
the peace of God be here. 
Shalom, shalom,  
God's justice is ever near. 
 
Like a temple of unity 
is the city, Jerusalem. 
It is there all tribes will gather,  
all the tribes of the house of God. Refrain 
 
It is faithful to Israel's law,  
there to praise the name of God. 
All the judgment seats of David 
were set down in Jerusalem. Refrain 
 
For the peace of all nations, pray: 
for God's peace withing your homes. 
May God's lasting peace surround us; 
may it dwell in Jerusalem. Refrain 
 
For the love of my friends and kin 
I will bless you with sings of peace. 
For the love of God's own people 
I will labour and pray for you. Refrain 
 
  



Preparation of the table 
 

As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the 
bread is broken as we share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food 
that ‘tastes of freedom’. 
 
Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  
Amen. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
  
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
  
We praise you, God of freedom, 
for you breathed life into the void 
and showed yourself 
as the one who loves in freedom. 
From the nothingness of slavery 
you called a people into being 
and led them to springs of life; 
the presence of your glory  
went with shattered exiles 
into strange and distant lands 
and gathered from the valley of despair 
the flesh and blood of living hope. 
 

 
 
 



In Jesus, you confronted 
the powers that killed and oppressed 
you spoke to those considered dead 
and helped them stand again; 
he taught us to die that we might live. 
 

He gave himself for us tortured and forsaken, 
but he could not be confined by death; 
in the garden he speaks our name, 
in the breaking of bread 
he shows himself among us; 
by the lakeside, in the new day, 
he calls us to take up his work.  
 

Therefore, with all who lost faith, 
all who walked away in sadness, 
with the women at the tomb, 
and the men who hid in fear 
we confess ourselves surprised 
by the suddenness of dawn 
and join the undying song of heaven: 
 
We sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, 
for in your conquest of death  
we see the destiny of every hope in you. 
Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that your children may be blessed with power and grace, 
and that this bread and cup may become for us 
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 



Who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
broke the bread and gave it to them, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
 

After supper he took the cup. 
Again he gave you thanks;  
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
  
Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again 
  
Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God, 
for you have rolled away the stone of despair, 
the stone of oppression, the stone of lament, the stone of grief, 
the stone of death, the stone of sin, the stone of fear. 
Come and stand among us and breath on us your peace, 
breath on us your power, breath on us your eternal life, 
that all who labour, all who stumble, all who hunger 
and all who fall shall meet you in the breaking of the bread 
and be lifted up by your touch. 
 

Shape your church to be your risen body’ 
make our scars beautiful like your scars, 
make our lives life-giving like your life, 
and make our communion holy with your saints, 
until you come again in glory 
and we eat with you in your kingdom, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
ever one God. 
Amen. 
  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name;  
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven; 
Give us today our daily bread; 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  
who sin against us; 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil; 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  Amen. 
Breaking of the Bread 
  

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  
 
Agnus Dei  
 

We sing: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  
  
 
 
 
 
 



Invitation to Communion  
  

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
  

Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. 
Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. 
Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole. 
Come, there is room for all. 
  
Giving of Communion 
  

We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to 
receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to 
indicate this. 
 
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread. 
 
¶ Communion Anthem: Lord where did you go? - Goodlad 
  
¶ Post Communion 
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We stand 
 
Blessing & Dismissal 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 Risen Lord Jesus, as Mary Magdalene met you in the garden 

on the morning of your resurrection, 
so may we meet you today  
and every day: 
speak to us as you spoke to her; 
reveal yourself as the living Lord; 
renew our hope and kindle our joy; 
and send us to share the good news with others, 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
  
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
¶ Final Hymn: 408 Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service is 
copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2006 additional material from:Prayers for an Inclusive 
Church, Stephen Shakespeare 2008; and Joining The Angels’ Song. Sam Wells & Abigail Kocher, 
2016. 

 


