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Advent is a season of expectation and anticipation, as the Church 
prepares to celebrate the coming (adventus) of Christ in his birth, looks 
for his continued coming amongst us in our lives, and also looks forward 
to his final coming to fulfil the promise of his kingdom.  
 
The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – have been 
traditional themes for Advent meditation. The characteristic note of 
Advent is therefore expectation, rather than penitence, although the 
character of the season is easily coloured by an analogy with Lent. The 
anticipation of Christmas under commercial pressure has also made it 
harder to sustain the sense of alert watchfulness and reflective 
preparation, but the fundamental Advent prayer remains ‘Maranatha’ – 
‘O Lord, come’ (1 Corinthians 16.22).  
 
Church decorations are simple and spare, and purple is the traditional 
liturgical colour. In the northern hemisphere, the Advent season falls at 
the darkest time of the year, and the natural symbols of darkness and 
light are powerfully at work throughout Advent and Christmas.  
The lighting of candles on an Advent wreath was imported into Britain 
from northern Europe in the nineteenth century, and is now a common 
practice.  
 
The Third Sunday of Advent was observed in medieval times as a splash 
of colour in the restrained atmosphere of Advent (Gaudete or ‘Rose 
Sunday’), and the last days of Advent were marked by the sequence of 
Great ‘O’ Antiphons, which continue to inspire modern Advent hymns and 
meditations. 
 

Adapted from Common Worship, Times and Seasons 
 
 
 
 
Those parts of the service that change from week to week can be found in 
a supplementary sheet – please turn to this where indicated by this 
symbol: ¶ 
 



The Gathering  
 
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some 
moments of shared quiet preparation. 
 
We stand 
 
Introit: 221 God is working his purpose out    
 
The Greeting 
 
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Words of introduction and invitation 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near. 
Let the wicked abandon their ways 
and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Turn back to the Lord, who will have mercy; 
to our God who will richly pardon. 
  

After a period of reflection 
  

Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 
Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  



The following is sung: 
  
Kyrie eleison     OR  Lord have mercy 
Kyrie eleison        Lord have mercy 
  
Christe eleison        Christ have mercy 
Christe eleison       Christ have mercy 
  
Kyrie eleison        Lord have mercy 
Kyrie eleison        Lord have mercy 
  
Absolution 
 
A minister proclaims the good news of God’s mercy and forgiveness 
 
Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
¶ Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
Introductory words and a prayer are said as, each week, we light an 
Advent candle  
 
The second candle remembers God’s prophets: those who called the 
people to turn back to God 
The prophets remind us of God’s longing for the world to live in 
justice and peace; they help us to know what it means to live as 
God’s people.  
They also speak to us of the depths of God’s loves for us;  
a love that is stronger than death. 
 



People of God: return! 
Be strong in hope; 
for your God comes to set his people free. 
Lighten our darkness Lord we pray,  
and make us one as we walk with Christ 
today and for ever. 
 
¶ The Collect 
 
a prayer set for the day is said 
 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ  
comes again as saviour and judge  
we may be ready to receive him, 
our Lord and our God, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
We sit 
 
¶ Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11.1-10 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  
   or decide by what his ears hear; 



but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
   and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 72 
 
1    Give the king your judgements, O God,  

and your righteousness to the son of a king. 
2    Then shall he judge your people righteously  

and your poor with justice. 
3    May the mountains bring forth peace,  

and the little hills righteousness for the people. 
4    May he defend the poor among the people,  

deliver the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. 
5    May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,  

from one generation to another. 
6    May he come down like rain upon the mown grass,  

like the showers that water the earth. 



7    In his time shall righteousness flourish,  
and abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 
18  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  

who alone does wonderful things. 
19  And blessed be his glorious name for ever. 

May all the earth be filled with his glory. 
    Amen. Amen. 

 
We stand as we sing: 
 
¶ Hymn:  716 - We have a gospel to proclaim 
 
¶ The Gospel Reading 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This 
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” ’ 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 



‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor 
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
We sit 
 
Reflection 
 
One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and 
themes of the day; an encouragement to connect faith with our lives 
 
We stand 
 
Profession of Faith  
 
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist?  
I believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.  
 

 



This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
We sit 
 
The Intercessions 
 
The prayers may end: 
Merciful Father 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
We stand 
 
The Peace 
 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
 and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you.  
 
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us 
 
¶ Offertory Hymn: 646 - The kingdom of God (Tune 551) 
 
 
 



Preparation of the table 
 
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the 
bread is broken as we share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food 
that ‘tastes of freedom’. 
 
As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so Lord may your whole church  
soon be gathered together  
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. Amen. 
 
  



The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The following or another ‘Proper Preface’ is used: 
 
Mystery of winter skies,  
we thank you in the darkening hour  
for opening our eyes to see your starlit beauty;  
for parting the wide heavens to send your gentle light;  
for offering your word to take our mortal flesh.  
He was promised by those  
who shared your dream of peace;  
John the Baptist cleared his way  
with words of desert fire;  
Mary and Joseph accepted his coming with tenderness and faith;  
we know that he draws near again  
to show us who we really are with honesty and love.  
Now we take up the song of hope  
that we might awaken to his coming among us  
and the world be touched by the footfall of his glory:  
 
We sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  



Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 



Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
We sit 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray for the dawning of God’s kingdom, 
as Jesus has taught us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Breaking Bread 
 
Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
 
Agnus Dei 
 
We sing: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Invitation 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
Communion 
 
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to 
receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to 
indicate this. 
 
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread. 
 
¶ Communion chant: 949 - Wait for the Lord - Taize 
 
 
 



Prayer after Communion 
 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world; 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the love and compassion of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared 
 
We stand 
 
As we await our coming saviour, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
¶ Final Hymn: 527 - On Jordan’s bank 
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