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St Paul’s Clifton and Cotham



Those parts of the service that change from week to week (readings and 
hymns) can be found in a supplementary sheet – please turn to this sheet 
where indicated with this symbol: ¶  
 
We say or sing the words in bold type 
 
The Gathering  
 
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some 
moments of shared quiet preparation. 
 
We stand 
 
Opening Hymn: 186 - For the healing of the nations  
 
The Greeting 
 
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Words of introduction and invitation 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: 
come among us and save us. 
 

We have wilfully misused your gifts of creation; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 

We have seen the ill-treatment of others 
and have not gone to their aid; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 



We have condoned evil and dishonesty 
and failed to strive for justice; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin.  
 
Absolution 
 
A minister proclaims the good news of God’s mercy and forgiveness 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Gloria  
 
We sing these (or other words led by a cantor) 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen.  
 



The Collect 
 
Eternal God, 
whose Son went among the crowds 
and brought healing with his touch: 
help us to show his love, 
in your Church as we gather together, 
and by our lives as they are transformed 
into the image of Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
We sit 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58.1-9a 
 

Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their 
sins. 
Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practised righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to 
God. 
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see?   
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day,  
and oppress all your workers. 
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight  
and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,  
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 

 



Is not this the fast that I choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke to let the oppressed go free,  
and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,  
and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them,  
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,  
and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you,   
the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;  
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand as we sing: 
 
Hymn: 450 - Morning has broken 
 
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 5.13-20 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown 
out and trampled underfoot. 
 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, 
but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  



Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
We sit 
 
Reflection 
 
One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and 
themes of the day; an encouragement to connect faith with our lives 
 
We stand 
 
Profession of Faith  
 
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
We sit 



The Intercessions 
 
The prayers may end: 
Merciful Father 
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
We stand 
 
The Peace 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers: 
they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you.  
 
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us 
 
Hymn: 60 - Beauty for brokenness  
 
Preparation of the table 
 
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the 
bread is broken as we share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food 
that ‘tastes of freedom’. 
 

Blessed be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
  



The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For you have created the heavens and the earth, 
and formed us in your own image. 
In the fullness of time you sent forth your Son,  
your eternal Word, 
who laid down his life for our salvation 
and rose from the grave, the first-fruits of your new creation. 
You send forth your holy and life-giving Spirit 
to give life to our mortal bodies 
and to renew the face of the earth. 
Therefore with all the host of heaven, 
we give voice to everything that you have made, 
and sing the eternal hymn of praise. 
 
We sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
 
 
 



We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith  
Christ has died  
Christ is risen  
Christ will come again.  
 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
 
 



Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,     
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
We sit 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father,  
in the words of the Son 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Breaking Bread 
 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 



Agnus Dei 
 
We sing: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Invitation to communion 
 
Here is food that satisfies, the taste of communion.  
Here is wine pouring free, the washing away of fear.  
Here is life abundant, a table of peace for all.  
May this peace be in us and among us,  
a sign of hope for a world renewed. 
 
Communion 
 
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to 
receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to 
indicate this. 
 
Communion: Christ has no body (Anne and Catherine to sing)  
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
 

Merciful Father, 
who gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life, 
that those who come to him should never hunger: 
draw us to the Lord in faith and love, 
that we may eat and drink with him 
at his table in the kingdom, 
where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  
Amen. 



Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw you to himself, 
the peace of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen you in his service, 
the joy of the Lord Jesus  
fill your hearts; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared 
 
We stand 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Final Hymn: 183 - For ourselves no longer living 
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