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Those parts of the service that change from week to week (readings and 

hymns) can be found in a supplementary sheet – please turn to this sheet 

where indicated with this symbol: ¶  

 

We say or sing the words in bold type 

 

The Gathering  
 

A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some 

moments of shared quiet preparation. 

 

We stand 

 

 

Opening Hymn: 19 – All my hope on God is founded 

 

The Greeting 
 

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Words of introduction and invitation 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 

Let us turn again to the Lord,  

who is full of compassion and mercy, 

as we acknowledge our sin in penitence and faith 

 

pause for silent reflection 

 

 

 



Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy  

forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly,  

love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

  

We sing these (or similar words) 

 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison    Lord, have mercy 
  
Christi eleison, Christi eleison   Christ, have mercy 
  
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison    Lord, have mercy 

  

Absolution 
 

A minister proclaims the good news of God’s mercy and forgiveness 

 

May the God of love and mercy 

bring you back to himself, 

forgive you your sins, 

and embrace you in his eternal love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



The Collect 
 

a prayer set for the day is said 
 

God in Trinity, 

Creator, Saviour, Giver of life and truth, 

reveal the possibilities within us, 

that we may attain to the fullness of our humanity. 

Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

We sit 

 

Old Testament Reading : Ezekiel 37.1–14 

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying 

in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can 

these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said 

to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 

the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 

and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 

put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 

Lord.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 

had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 

breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 



breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 

says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 

from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 

of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 

graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 

own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 

act, says the Lord.’ 

For the word of the Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

We stand as we sing: 

 

Hymn: 84 – Breathe on me, breath of God       ( Tune) 1 

 

The Gospel Reading 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 

perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 

So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill. 

’But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; 

rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it. ’Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister 

and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 

days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the 

disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again. ’The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, 

the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 

again? ’Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 

Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 



light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the 

light is not in them. ’After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him. ’The 

disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right 

.’Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought 

that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, 

‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you 

may believe. But let us go to him. ’Thomas, who was called the Twin, 

said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him. 

’When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 

miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 

Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him. ’Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again. 

’Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 

on the last day. ’Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this? ’She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, the one coming into the world. ’When she had said 

this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you. ’And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to 

the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The 

Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 

up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 

she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where 

Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died. ’When Jesus 

saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he 

was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where 

have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see. ’Jesus 

began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him! ’But some 

of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 



have kept this man from dying? ’Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 

came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 

Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead for four days. ’Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 

believed, you would see the glory of God? ’So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for 

having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 

for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 

that you sent me. ’When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

‘Lazarus, come out! ’The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go. ’Many of the Jews therefore, 

who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him.. 

 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

We sit 

Reflection 

 

One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and 

themes of the day; an encouragement to connect faith with our lives 

 

We stand 

 

Profession of Faith  
 

Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

We sit 

 

The Intercessions 
 

 



The prayers may end: 

Merciful Father 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

We stand 

 

The Peace 
Christ is our peace, 

he has reconciled us to God  

in his body on the cross. 

we meet in his name and we share his peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

and also with you.  

We offer a gesture of peace to those around us 

 

Hymn: 463 – My song is love unknown 

 

 

Preparation of the table 
 

As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the 

bread is broken as we share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food 

that ‘tastes of freedom’. 

 

God of mercy and compassion, 

your Word calls us home to faith and love. 

accept all we offer you this day; 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord is here  

God’s Spirit is with us 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Other words may be used for The Preface of the Eucharistic Prayer  
 

It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For in these forty days 

you lead us into the desert of repentance 

that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 

we may grow in grace 

and learn to be your people once again. 

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 

you bring us back to your generous heart. 

Through study of your holy word 

you open our eyes to your presence in the world 

and free our hands to welcome others 

into the radiant splendour of your love. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 

with joyful hearts and minds 

we bless you for your mercy 

and join with saints and angels 

for ever praising you and singing 

 

 

 



 

We sing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 

As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 

you embraced a people as your own. 

When they turned away and rebelled 

your love remained steadfast. 

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, 

to be the living bread, 

in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 

He offered his life for sinners, 

and with a love stronger than death 

he opened wide his arms on the cross. 

On the night before he died, 

he came to supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 

He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith  

Christ has died  

Christ is risen  
Christ will come again.  



Father, we plead with confidence 

his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 

we remember his dying and rising in glory, 

and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 

these gifts of your creation; 

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 

form us in the likeness of Christ, 

and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 

 

Bring us at the last with [N and] all the saints 

to the vision of that eternal splendour 

for which you have created us; 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honour are yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

We sit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever.  Amen. 



Breaking Bread 

 

We break this bread  

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

 

Agnus Dei 
 

We sing: 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

 

Invitation to communion 
 

Behold the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

Communion 
 

We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to 

receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would 

prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to 

indicate this. 

Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread. 

 

Communion : 285 – Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 



 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off,  

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living he declared your love,  

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ's body 

live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others;   

we whom the Spirit lights 

give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free,   

and the whole earth live to praise your name;  

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared 

 

We stand 

 

 



 

Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

Final Hymn:  476 – O breath of life 

. 
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