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Richard Rohr, in his excellent book ‘Simplicity, The 
Freedom of Letting Go’, makes the important point 
that community happens when you’re busy doing 
something else (usually a goal/similar things to others 
around you.) Community happens as a by-product of 
the project in front of you as you join with others in 
the endeavour. And when that is rooted and grounded 
in shared prayer or silence, healthy community begins 
to flourish.

Whereas communities that attempt to form for the 
sake of community often collapse, either under the 
weight of their own introspection and therapeutic 
focus or the exhaustion of our inability to live by the 
ideals we strive for ‒ in his words, these communities 
torture themselves to death!

I’ve certainly experienced both forms of the 
community floundering ‒ too much introspection and 
too many zealous ideals and too much being in love 
with the idea of community rather than the reality; and 
have been part of communities that withered or died 
painful deaths!

Community sounds sexy and exciting, a return to 
community the new thing that might just save the 
church or the faith. But we all know that real 
community is hard work, because relationships and 
loving each other are often hard work, requiring 
that I compromise, forgive, turn up, stay open-
hearted and go again when relationships hit crunch 
points.

Shared goals ‒ or as Rohr says, ‘looking in the 
same direction of loving service to the world’ ‒give 
community a fighting chance of happening. The 
quickest way to get to know people when you join 
something new or even a new church is to start 
helping with something. In shared task and goal 
relationship happens. In our midst, there are lots 
of ways this is happening ‒ take a look at the 
article from one of our Green Cotham 
participants, I love hearing how friendship and 
relationship and connection is blossoming among 
the young people helping out at Cotham Club. 
Choir, Time-out Teas and small groups are just a 
few spaces where community is growing in all its 
beauty and messiness!

The New Testament letters are full of the glories 
and the goriness of figuring out community, of just 
what it means to be the body of Christ together, 
rooted in the shared goal of loving God and loving 
our neighbour as ourselves. Our call is to 
community, to owning our part in and befriending 
the other parts of the Body, echoing and becoming 
part of the community of God, the overflowing 
Trinity of love.

Revd. Pippa White

Editor's Note: Pippa is sadly leaving our 
benefice in May to begin a new role as Pioneer 
with Schools and Young People in East Bristol 
and Priest-in-Charge at St Aidan's with St 
George's. We thank Pippa for all she has given 
to us over the past few years and wish her the 
best in her new post.

Community happens when you're busy doing 
something else...
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Contacts 

VICAR  
David Stephenson 0117 9731564 07941 
463653 
davidstephenson65@icloud.com 

ASSOCIATE PRIEST 
Ginny Royston 0117 9686622 
roystonginny@gmail.com  

Benefice Office  Julia Wright 
0117 9733395    
highburypartnership@googlemail.com 

Please see websites and weekly Newsheet for: 

• Details of times of services

• Full contact details

• Notices for upcoming events

www.cotham.bristol.anglican.org 
www.stpaulsclifton.org.uk 

Our churches aspire to cherish all, regardless of marital and social status, sexual 
orientation or level of church commitment.

And we aim to be 'Open' in our faith and practice
open to questions of faith and doubt, lifestyle, justice and peace

open to people from all backgrounds and 
open, above all, to the ultimate mystery of God and to the life and teachings of Jesus.  

David Collins

Hello and welcome to the March 2023 edition of 
Connections. The theme for this issue is 
Community, a word that describes a lot of what 
we at St Paul's and Cotham aspire to be. Many 
people have talked about the Christian life as an 
exercise in community, something that's inherently 
shared rather than done by oneself. This was made 
particularly real for me during my time as a 
member of the Scargill community in North 
Yorkshire, welcoming guests and inviting them to 
experience something of our shared life for a few 
days at a time.
I chose Community as the theme for this issue 
inspired in part by that, but also by the many ways 
in which people from this Benefice are seeking to 
create community - spaces for people to be 
alongside each other in vulnerability and trust. 
Many of these are documented in this newsletter, 
from our various music groups to the Green 
Cotham gardening project. Happy reading!

Nat Schaefer

What is a community?

According to my 46-year-old Concise Oxford 
Dictionary, the first meaning of community is 
‘a state of being which is shared or held in 
common’ or, in one word, it is ‘fellowship’.
According to the more recent Google, it’s ‘a 
social group whose members have something 
in common’.

Cotham Parish Church is a community.
When we describe the benefice of Cotham 
and St Paul’s, we emphasise that it is and we 
are ‘inclusive’. That means, doesn’t it 
(shouldn’t it?), that we try to understand and 
love each other, whether or not we like each 
other, whether or not we have much in 
common - status, wealth, education, 
occupation, sexuality, natural ability, even 
individual religious beliefs and doubts?
It’s not easy. Being honest and open with each 
other can be a healing and creative experience. 
Sometimes it’s life-changing. Sometimes we get 
it wrong, mistime it, forget to listen properly, 
and that can lead to trouble and 
misunderstanding.
I for one don’t often risk going down this road. 
I could plead I’m too old, except that we have 
examples of unflagging courage right here in 
our community.

Is real community, especially religious 
community, far more than a natural flowing 
together of birds of a feather?
Is it, to borrow the phrase, another country?

David Collins

mailto:davidstephenson65@icloud.com
mailto:roystonginny@gmail.com
mailto:highburypartnership@googlemail.com
http://www.stpaulsclifton.org.uk
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Places where you feel both accepted and challenged

Because we are all born into a community, our families are for us all, for better or worse, our very first 
experience of community, however small or fractured they may have been. It is a part of being human to 
reach out to connect, like a tree leaning to the light.

Healthy communities encourage you to stretch yourself and discover other aspects of life journey. At 
their very best, they are places where you feel both accepted and challenged.

I came from a big family ‒ I had three brothers ‒ but it always felt a bit disparate because all my brothers 
were sent away to school. There was such a sense of excitement when the school holidays came ‒ I kept 
repeating to my parents “The boys are coming home!” ‒ the family community could become complete 
again.

I’ve always found community living challenging and exciting. As a student, I lived in a Student Christian 
Movement community with the Anglican chaplain and his family ‒ Bruce and Ros Saunders. That 
experience taught me a lot about inner and outer untidiness!

I really wanted to try and find a secular community to join ‒ and that longing was reflected in the zeitgeist 
of the time in the 1980s. I belonged to the organisation known as NACCAN ‒ the National Association 
for Christian Communities and Networks. Through them, I discovered the Iona Community as a model 
of an intentional secular community.

But I was also a member of other communities at that time. The community of overworked junior 
doctors who supported each other with endless black coffee and black humour ‒ a great lesson in 
resilience.

My career as a junior doctor led me to discover the contemplative enclosed life of Tymawr convent, a 
community in Wales. Tymawr became an important antidote to the relentless hours of my job as a junior 
doctor. That community has been a core part of my Christian faith. I tussled with wondering if I had a 
vocation to the religious life and spent a month there to formally question this. And it became clear that 
my faith needed to express itself in the work I was doing as a GP and counsellor. And in the end, the 
fruits of that questioning led me to ordination as a priest.

I was, and still am, a member of a large choir that has allowed longstanding friendships to grow ‒ I have 
taken as many funerals for the families of choir members as I have members of our own church 
communities. And of course, there are the communities of dog walkers and cold-water swimmers that 
resource me and make me laugh!

I believe that we cannot flourish in isolation, however much we might need solitude. It was no accident 
that Jesus’ ministry was among that motley group of disciples who in equal parts loved him, let him down 
and ultimately formed the basis of the church which we love and struggle with.

Ginny Royston
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The word “community” usually makes me think of a large group of 
people, perhaps defined by a geographical boundary – named, listed, 
organised on a register or roll. But the essence of community strikes 
me as being made up of many small encounters with each other, 
wherever there are opportunities to share experiences, listen, talk 
and help in practical ways.
If this is true, then community happens wherever one person is 
present with another – with openness and kindness.

This reminded me of a Pause for Thought broadcast series I was 
asked to do a few years ago for BBC Radio 2.
I was given the subject “A cup of tea” and this led me to write the piece below in 2019.
At St Paul’s, we are sadly mourning the loss of Roy Avery, who was the epitome of good nature and 
welcome to all who visited him. He drew you in to his community of friends and it was always a warming 
and reviving experience. Meeting him reminded me of how important it is to spend time with each other – 
small moment by small moment – these ‘cups of tea’ are like jigsaw pieces of contact that build up that big 
word “community”.

Pause for Thought Radio 2 (2019)  - A Nice Cup Of Tea 

I like to think of myself as a helpful person. Most weeks I visit Roy, a distinguished gentleman of 93, who 
lives in a residential home. He is a perfect host, the kettle is on, the teapot and china cups have been 
carefully laid out on a tray, oh and a small milk jug. And so we sit down for tea, and a Welshcake to 
celebrate our common Welshness. 
Often I race in from work, stressed from shopping, or the school run. In Roy’s sitting room, the busyness 
and clamour of the world simply stops. You just can’t rush a good cup of tea. I feel my breathing slowing, 
and I settle into a timeless space, where talking and listening are the most important things in the world. I 
often wonder: who is helping who here?

A few years ago, the charity Contact the Elderly found in a survey that over 55s drink the most tea – about 
21 cups a week, compared with 18–24s who only drink eight. I imagine that younger people are drinking 
coffee instead, to speed them up, whilst the wisdom of our elders tells us to slow down and a take a 
moment.
The same survey found that tea is often used to deal with sadness and loneliness , and even younger people 
say they make themselves a tea when they are down.
But it’s even nicer if someone does it for you.
I grew up in a two-generation household and my grandmother had her own minute kitchen upstairs, which 
always seemed to be warm because of its size and the oven perpetually being on for baking. Here, too, 
there were cups of tea for anyone who turned up. The lady next-door-but-one would pop in, as would a 
local decorator with the wonderful name of Mr Sheen, sitting there over his mug of tea in his paint 
splattered overalls. I would squeeze in and listen to the grown-up chat, waiting for the moment when the 
biscuits came out and would be offered around. As in Roy’s flat, this was a timeless and kind place, perhaps 
even for the adults, evoking very early childhood days of being fed and warm and happy. 
Tea was the currency of love.
When Jesus was sending out his disciples into the world, he might have said “Those who welcome you, 
welcome me. If anyone gives a cup of tea to one of these little ones, he will not lose his reward.”

Rachel Melville-Thomas

The small moments of community
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Patrick Laban and Morwenna White-Thomson

An Unlikely Community

We have been involved in climate activism for a number of years and, more recently, we have become 
part of Just Stop Oil. This group is often vilified by the media – we are called eco-fascists, climate 
vigilantes, selfish, attention-seeking and egotistical. This description could not be further from our 
experience. We have been both humbled and inspired by the other members of this group, and it is in 
part due to the JSO community that we have found the resources to keep fighting for a world with 
justice at its heart.

Members of JSO are extraordinary people full of compassion, courage and big hearts to do what they can 
to protect our fragile planet. They are often gentle, good people who are also angry and ashamed at what 
we have done – and what we continue to do – due to our addiction to fossil fuels. They have the ability 
to look at the suffering that our way of life is causing and not to look away. It is both our faith and our 
JSO community that keep leading us out of our comfort zone and into areas where we challenge - in 
Joanna Macy’s words - the ‘business as usual’ mindset. 

In a recent trial of nine JSO activists who disrupted an Esso terminal in Birmingham, the judge passed a 
guilty verdict on seven of them but concluded:

"It’s abundantly clear that you are all good people. You are intelligent, articulate and a pleasure to deal 
with… Your aims are admirable and it is accepted by me and the Crown Prosecution Service that your 
views are reasonable and genuinely held. Your fears are ably and genuinely articulated and are supported 
by science.
"When the United Nations secretary-general gives a speech saying that the activity of fossil fuel 
companies is incompatible with human survival, we should all be very aware of the need for change. 
Millions of people, and I do not dispute that it may be as many as one billion people, will be displaced as a 
result of climate change.
"No one can criticise your motivations. You all gave evidence that was deeply moving – I certainly was 
moved."

So, whether it is sitting in roads, leafleting outside Barclays bank, singing with the climate choir, 
campaigning against the expansion of Bristol airport or playing Samba outside Bronzefield prison on New 
Year’s Eve, we feel called to tell the truth to power and compelled to do what we can to help mitigate 
against the worst impacts of our changing climate.
Without others and without community, we would feel at a loss.
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Community Through Music

“We want our Benefice to make its mark in our local community.  This will include making our 
churches into spaces that can be used by many, seven days a week, not just by a few on a 
Sunday.  We want to reach people where they are, respond to their needs, and build 
relationships.”

So said the PCCs of Cotham and St Paul’s in January 2018, thus committing our churches to a new era 
of outreach.

In 2021, Cotham Parish Church’s PCC conducted a community survey from which we learnt that our 
neighbours felt a need for community space, connection and particularly for connection between 
generations (and for accessible green spaces, but that’s a Green Cotham story!)

Cotham Club was sparked when David Mowat, having heard the results of the survey, approached us 
with an idea for Cotham Club and, thanks to a wonderful team (about half of which are not members 
of the church) Cotham Club has since come into being.

So what is Cotham Club? It’s a monthly gig in Cotham Parish Church. By the time you read this, we will 
have held 11 gigs, many of which have sold out.

Cotham Club’s steering team describes the Cotham Club mission as “Community through Music”. 
We’re trying to use the universal language of music to bring people together, to open hearts and 
conversations, to dance, to bring joy… and, in so doing, to strengthen community in Bristol.

What do we mean by Community? In the words of the steering group: we feel that community meets 
the needs for belonging and Agape - the love that holds everything; that community is diverse: all ages, 
ethnicities, wealth brackets, and geographies; that communities have low thresholds so that all can join 
in. We’re aiming to be a place where everyone can feel seen, welcomed, loved, and have a great 
evening.

We’re trying to extend our welcome to people who wouldn’t ordinarily come to a concert, to a 
church, or to the white uplands of BS6. For example, Catherine Feeny has been meeting with refugee 
support groups in the city, and I’ve been trying to build relationships with schools. David Mowat is 
offering a bus service to people living in a refugee hostel. It’s slow progress but our audiences are 
significantly more diverse than we usually see in our beautiful building.

Cotham Club’s Community Through Music starts with the community of the steering group. The thing I 
love most about Cotham Club is this warm-hearted, committed, adaptable team. There’s loads we’re 
not yet getting right and we’re full of imperfections - we often describe ourselves as “shabby” - but our 
audiences seem (mostly!) to like what we do and to respond to the offering of an odd but lovely gig in a 
church. Here are just a few of the encouraging comments we have received:

Wonderful gig! Wonderful vibes! An amazing evening! Do this again and more often!
So good for community! I have felt love! Soul replenished! I found God!

Please support Cotham Club in your prayers, please let other people know about it, and please come 
to our next gig (24th March, details here: hdfst.uk/E82096). If you’d like to join the team, please get in 
touch via cothamclub@gmail.com.

Alice Chapman

mailto:cothamclub@gmail.com
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Confidence, creativity, community is the strapline for One Equal Music.  In my time as Development 
Officer for the project, I’ve experienced the remarkable ability of music to foster community.  Whether 
it’s two people humming along to a CD, or a 90-piece symphony orchestra at full bore, those individuals 
are brought together by the innate communality of music.

Music isn’t just the preserve of trained instrumentalists and singers: we all engage with music in some way, 
through listening, movement, simply feeling the vibrations or looking at a visual representation of music.  
Music brings people together through a common purpose (in creating music together) or common 
enjoyment of what they’re listening to.

When creating music together, performers must continuously listen to each other and react to what the 
others are doing – I think it’s this constant (wordless) interaction that makes music so good at enabling 
community.  Even a seemingly passive listener at a live performance interacts with a performer in some 
way: from the musician’s perspective, the meaning of the performance is greatly enhanced simply by the 
fact that the audience is there with them.

Our Singing for the Brain group is an excellent example of music enabling community across generations: 
the age range of the group is between about 18 and 90, but we’re all brought together by our enjoyment 
of music and singing.  One of the lovely things about this wide range of ages is being able to share songs 
that we each enjoy, and teach them to the group, perhaps with some background of why we like the song 
– we all learn from each other.

The Music Marathon is another great example of music creating community: it brings together all sorts of 
musicians in a twelve-hour relay of continuous live music.  I was encouraged last year by the number of 
performers staying after their slot to listen to the musicians following them; there was a real sense of 
shared purpose between the performers, no matter what their musical background.  This year we aim to 
build on last year’s Music Marathon community, and reach out even further to a wider range of musicians.

Singing for the Brain meets at St Paul’s on the third Thursday of each month, 2:30-4pm, and the Music 
Marathon this year is on 29th April, midday to midnight in St Paul’s.

Isaac Powell
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I became involved in the care of Cotham Church 
garden through a friend and started by coming 
along and sitting on the bench and sometimes I 
would bring a flask of tea with me to keep warm. 
I began doing a little bit of this and that, such as 
collecting leaves and planting bulbs. I found that 
being in the garden lifted my mood and it was 
nice to have an outdoor space that I could just be 
in as I don’t have a garden that I can sit out in at 
home.

This happened to be the beginning of the Green 
Cotham project that I am still involved with 
today. I was pleased when I heard that the 
project had got the go ahead and I appreciate the 
continuity of the sessions, which are during term 
time. I can now find my way around High 
Kingsdown more easily and I can walk by and 
admire the gardening that we have done. Karen 
has been keen to share her knowledge and is 
enthusiastic and energetic.

I have learnt a lot about gardening and enjoyed it 
in the process. Aspects include mulching manure, 
leaf mould and wood chip to put around the 
plants to keep them warm in winter and hydrated 
in summer. Digging and turning the mulch with a 
spade was really absorbing and took me away 
from my worries. Making the mulch and the 
other tasks were also a way to connect with 
other volunteers in a relaxed way, where we 
could share in conversation or not.

We have planted trees and shrubs and sowed 
seeds. Some of the church garden grass has 
been made into a wild meadow which includes 
yellow rattle. The casing in which the seeds 
ripen rattle and we collected a lot of the seeds 
to sow around trees in High Kingsdown (after 
pulling up the grass). Also some volunteers 
have dug up quite a few stumps that were in 
the wrong place or needed to free up space 
for a change of plants. We pruned back hard a 
variegated laurel last week with a view to 
digging out the roots. Some of the branches 
and logs will be kept in piles to provide a 
home for beetles and other insects.

Other ways we aim to attract wildlife into the 
area includes providing flowers for bees and 
butterflies and we sunk a small container into 
the ground to provide habitat for dragonflies 
and frogs. Whilst we are looking after our 
natural surroundings, we are treated to a 
variety of different delicious cakes gratefully 
received from volunteers.

I have benefited from being in nature. I hardly 
notice the exercise that I am getting and being 
with like-minded people has reduced my sense 
of isolation, with the additional asset of getting 
to know people over a period of time. I like 
being outside in the fresh air and feel a sense 
of achievement in what we have accomplished 
as a part of Green Cotham so far.

Anonymous

Gardening as community - Green Cotham
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Looking up a definition of community, I found the following:

1. a group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common
2. the condition of sharing or having certain attitudes and interests in common,  eg. "the sense of community 
that organised religion can provide"

Michael and I have been at St Paul’s and in the amateur musical theatre world for many a year and it occurs 
to me that many features of the above definition are relevant to both communities.
In our theatrical world, we experience highs once a show is chosen (a musical, light opera or pantomime) 
and once it has been cast and we have embarked on rehearsals again, with fellow actors and musicians.  
Hopefully, all this culminates in the high of a successful run, with audiences enjoying themselves and the cast 
and crew having a great time on stage. Rehearsals involve cooperation, laughter and the development of 
friendships as found in any community…

The highs, lows and in-betweens of the 
amateur musical theatre world

The lows come when people are away on holiday or get Covid or flu and get behind with learning lines and 
choreography or when ticket sales are looking disappointingly short of the target we need for breaking 
even. The main low occurs just 2-3 weeks before performance when we have to ‘put our books down’, ie. 
we should have by now learnt the words and know when and where to move on stage. At this point, there 
is a certain sharpening of tone from the director – “You’ve had months; just learn your words and look at 
your music!”
The ‘in-betweens’ are of course the hard work in learning harmonies, learning words, making costumes 
and scenery and assembling props; also, coming out in all weathers on winter nights to an initially chilly 
community centre or rehearsing on an evening when you may prefer to be outside enjoying the hazy, crazy, 
lazy days of summer!

In short, the highs, lows and in-betweens of our theatrical experiences involve an indescribable sense of 
community, such as Michael and I, along with many others, are lucky enough to find in our church life at St 
Paul’s.

Jan Bartlett

I’ve come to realise over the last few years when I 
think about it, the community of ‘Food for 
Thought’ (hosted by Catherine and Christopher 
Richards) has been a special part of my life for four 
years now. I think it is best summarised by the 
comforting atmosphere of sharing and listening to 
others that has been so carefully fostered. 
Personally, it gives me the opportunity to reflect 
upon a range of different things, varying from faith 
and spirituality to current issues and personal 
reflection. One of the community’s great strengths is 
in its nature of spontaneity. Every session will have a 
different activity or focus, each with its own meaning 
and interest, and of course, great food!

Joe Goodlad

Food for thought...



10 

In preparation for SCM (Student Christian 
Movement) Sunday, I asked the members of the 
student choir at St Paul’s to reflect on the 
following questions:

Being involved in a church community as a 
student…
1. What are you grateful for and/or value?
2. What can be a challenge and/or a struggle?

The answers were all moving, thoughtful and 
original and I’m delighted to have the permission of 
the contributors to share them here. The thoughts 
speak about some of the gifts and challenges of 
community and reflect well on the kind of 
community we are seeking to be and what kind of 
community people in the student age group might 
appreciate.

“As a student I am grateful for the opportunity to 
constantly develop and change my ideas of my 
world and myself. I get a lot of space to grow and 
thrive.
I love the church community for the structure and 
peace it brings to my life, the reassuringly 
consistent choir rehearsal on Friday and service on 
Sunday. It helps me keep the rhythm of the weeks 
and of the year – quiet moments to reflect.
I am constantly challenged by those outside of my 
own experiences and world (this is a God thing). 
I have struggled in Christian communities as a 
queer person, feeling that parts of the church are 
cut off from me. I love being here and feel like I 
belong”

“Grateful for: coming to uni in itself, all the 
friendships and things done, ability to worship God 
at uni. Difficulties: balancing bible teachings with 
uni life, spreading the Gospel, an inclusive church, 
“to be a light to lighten the gentiles, and to be the 
glory of thy people Israel”

“Thanks for the ability to think and reason – listen 
and debate. Thanks for the opportunities to 
flourish in many ways; learning more about 
ourselves and others – our new found abilities and 
skills”

“Grateful for the love of learning, the sense I am 
moving forward, the opportunity to be part of St

Paul’s Community, people who accept me as I am. 
Struggles: FOMO, being ‘different’, pressure to be 
perfect, doubt, loneliness”

“Grateful for the friendship/support/community 
that the church and all its members provide. 
Struggle with the vast difference of faiths and 
where I fit into that”

“1: The welcoming congregation and wider church 
community – is a little reminder of home.
2: Balancing work with faith when faced with 
difficulties”

“Having a faith tends to fit nicely into student life – 
being a student is all about being part of a 
community with shared interests, struggles, and 
ambitions. Being part of a church community 
perhaps isn’t as easy or conventional. I love being 
part of a community like St Paul’s – I get to meet 
people beyond the classic student bubble, and I 
hope they value doing the same with me. I also 
love that I’m surrounded by many people who 
were in my position either a few years ago or 60 
years ago! A common misconception about being a 
student in a non ‘trendy, evangelical, party church’ 
is that you just hang about with old people whom 
you can’t relate to. That’s so wrong! 
If I had to sum up St Paul’s in one word, it might be 
‘mixing-pot’. A place where we question, step out 
our comfort zones (whilst still being safe and cared 
for), we try new things, question what we think is 
never going to change, try ambitious things, 
suggest something that no one may have 
considered -  a place where anyone who wants to 
do something, try something, or change something 
can be told “yes – let’s try it". Truly creative – for 
with creativity, we discover more about ourselves, 
each other, and the world around us. And where is 
a better place to do this than a place where we 
commit ourselves to a God to whom all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hidden. 
After all, the peace of God passes all understanding 
– we are never going to find all the right answers,
so let's grapple with and explore all the questions
we can find – in all their rich diversity, colours and
creeds.”

Revd. David Stephenson

SCM Student Sunday 2023
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We arrived at the famously hospitable Easton centre 
to the most delicious spicy smells and a warm 
welcome with a full room of people tucking in, 
however we were swiftly moved into the delightful 
church to coffee, tea and biscuits and left the 
cheerful meal with a tinge of regret!

Revd Lizzie Kesteren (Area Dean) welcomed 
everyone and the new recruits to Synod introduced 
themselves; Susan, Simon, Debs (of whom more 
later), Janet (yours truly) and Dave. Lizzie led a brief 
service and Anne read from Corinthians.

Our host, Rev David Moore, Priest in Charge 
welcomed everyone, and shared the fact that Synod 
comes from the word synodus which means walking 
together; Paul Fletcher, the Church Warden, gave us 
a brief and succinct history of the building that we 
were in - built in 1976 replacing several parish 
churches - and described the multi cultural society 
that the Centre works in and with, including the 
Church of England Academy. Debs Munn, was 
introduced as the community Chaplain; she 
described her outwards focus and her work 
discovering 
“watering holes” where people gather, to share 
prayers and ministry, school playgrounds, cafés and 
she is reaching out to GP surgeries to make a 
presence in the waiting rooms for prayer.

Rev David Stevenson (Area Dean) thanked 
everybody at Easton for their welcome and said how 
great it was to discover the amazing work of the 
Centre; recognising the body of Christ in the 
community, discerning the spirit in what we seek to 
be and do; discovering ways to promote our vision 
and values are so important to everybody in the 
room. 

Our speaker, Rev. Simon Taylor, is no stranger to 
the City Deanery as he was a former member when 
he was a curate between 2002 and 2006. He is The 
Director of Mission and Ministry Support for the 
Diocese of Bristol and he will be affiliated to the City 
Deanery. His work is to support churches, ministers 
and schools in the entire Bristol Diocese as they 
work to serve the community; transforming church 
together with the values of bravery, openness, 
creativity and generosity as we struggle with the 

problems of declining numbers coming to church, not 
enough younger members of the congregation and 
restoring our balance with nature and reconciling 
humanity. There are some tasks that feel 
insurmountable but there is a real urgency - these 
must be tackled by our generation, and Simon’s job is 
not to tell churches how to do it but to listen and 
support what people are doing, with some funding to 
support and enable the initiatives that parishes find 
helpful in their community.

The members of the Deanery sat at different tables 
and discussed the four key words: Generosity, 
Creativity, Openness and Bravery and then shared our 
thoughts with Simon and made suggestions as to how 
we would like help from the Diocese, when possible.

We ended the evening with an excerpt from 
Compline led by Lizzie and a sharing of the Peace.

Janet Mayo

City Deanery Synod – 8th February

Some clergy news...

David Stephenson, our Priest-in-Charge since 
summer 2018, has been seconded from his parish 
ministry to work as Chaplain to the Bishop of Bristol 
until the middle of May. He succeeds Martin 
Gainsborough, who was recently appointed as Bishop 
of Kingston in the Diocese of Southwark. David is 
currently working from the Bishop’s office in 
Winterbourne in a flexible, part-time capacity.
Please join us in praying for David, Bishop Viv and 
their ministry to our Diocese over the coming 
months.

Feb Charity of the Month: 
Friends of Tread

As the UK Partner of Tread India Trust, Friends of 
Tread supports Tread India in their grassroots work 
in the villages of rural Southern India. The charity 
offers day care centres where children receive wrap-
around care, which allows them to attend school, be 
fed and receive other support from Tread's teams.
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March Charity of the Month: British Shalom-Salaam 
Trust (BSST)

BSST is a secular Jewish charity making small 
grants to grassroots projects within Israel and 
Palestine that challenge oppression and 
disadvantage, and are committed to resolution of 
the conflict in Israel/Palestine based on justice, 
equality and mutual respect between all 
communities. They are involved in a huge range 
of people projects and causes all seeking that 
better future: peace building; anti-racism; 
women's rights; education; children's play; 
mental and physical health; culture and sport; 
environmental protection; refugees and migrant 
worker's rights.

• BSSM employs no staff and has no office as
the volunteer trustees carry out all
functions, working mostly online. As a
result, in a normal year, 98% of their
expenditure goes on charitable grants.

• As well as giving out grants, the charity runs
a Post Box service, through which it
receives and manages charitable donations
secured in Britain by approved groups in
Israel-Palestine-Golan which do not have
their own British charitable arm.

Here are a few of the projects BSST supported in 
2021-22 taken from their Annual Report.

• Afaq Jadeeda Association (New Horizons) is
a small community group in Gaza's Nuseirat
refugee camp, providing education, social
welfare and health support, plus fun
activities for the most deprived mothers and

• Fragments Theatre is a tiny arts project in the
heart of Jenin City that introduces local
children and young people to theatre, film and
circus. In doing so, it provides its users with a
refuge, a rare and precious safe space in a city
where Israeli army incursions can happen
almost daily. BSST's grant helped fund the
repairs after the building was damaged by an
extreme storm.

• Parents Against Child Detention (PACD)
supported by the Public Committee Against
Torture in Israel (PCATI) is an Israeli parents'
group campaigning to end the violations of
Palestinian children's rights when they are
arrested and detained. PACD organises
conferences, street rallies, online campaigns,
exhibitions and other publicity seeking to get
the true story of Palestinian child detention out
to the Israeli public and change the law. BSST
provided core funding.

BSST's lifeblood is donations, as they have no 
endowment. They are supported by many 
individuals of different faiths and none, by faith 
organisations, peace groups and other charitable 
trusts.

Please look at www.bsst.org.uk for more 
information and for access to the current Annual 
Report and back copies, which contain details of 
the many grants made each year.

Sue Dibdin

Dates for your Diary

APCMs:  23 April for Cotham (before 10am service), 21 May for St Paul's (after 10:30 service) 
April Time Out Tea: 30 March, 2:30 to 4pm in the Small Hall at Cotham - for more details, 
contact Jo on 0117 9742814
Methodist Modern Art Collection: 20 February to 8 April at Victoria Methodist Church
'Beloved Community' day conference on inclusion: 18 March, 10am to 4pm at Bristol 
Cathedral
'The Big One' climate protest: 21 April at the Houses of Parliament; there will be a group 
from the Benefice attending by coach (for details, contact Morwenna morwennawt@gmail.com)

children. BSST has funded this group for several 
years.

http://www.bsst.org.uk

