Eucharist in Creation-tide

Icon: The Cosmic Christ, Sue Mansfield

Cotham Parish Church

The Gathering
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some
moments of shared quiet preparation. This may be followed by a piece of
reflective music (Introit)
We stand
Opening Hymn: 6 - All Creatures of our God and King (v1-3 & 7)
Greeting
We gather in the name of the God who creates life,
in the name of the Saviour who loves life,
in the name of the Spirit who is the breath of life. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The minister leading the service offers words of introduction and invitation
Prayer of Preparation
Here together, we bring our yearning for change
The Creator is among us
Here together, we own our connection with all things
Christ is before us
Here together, we listen for God’s word
The Spirit is upon us
Here together, we meet around your table,
Loving Trinity within us
Here together, we pledge ourselves to action.
Praise God, who wrestles alongside us.
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Prayers of Penitence
We acknowledge the violence in our hearts wounded by sin
towards the soil, the water, the air and all forms of life.
Lord have mercy.
We confess our carbon footprints, our failure to consider
the consequences of our actions, our slowness to act.
Your earth is exploited, and we are complicit.
Lord have mercy.
We confess that we have taken too much
not considering the needs of future life on this earth.
We have become consumers, turning a blind eye to greed.
Lord have mercy.
We ask your forgiveness for our ecological debts
and grace for conversion of life.
Lord Jesus Christ we seek a fresh encounter with you
who holds all the creatures of this world to yourself.
Lord have mercy.
Absolution
Restore us Creator, Word and Breath of Life
to live in communion with you,
with others and with all creatures
in this one earth, our common home.
Amen.
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The Gloria
We sing
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect
God of constant mercy,
who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
We sit
Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30.15-20
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that
I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in
his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances,
then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow
down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you
shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings
and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live,
loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.
For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We stand as we sing:
The Gradual Hymn: All things bright and beautiful
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.
The purple headed mountains,
The rivers running by,
Are filled with deadly toxins,
Cascading from the sky.
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All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
We humans trashed them all.
Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
Is tainted with the plastic,
We’ve thrown into our bins.
All things bright and beautiful
All creatures great and small
God who made the universe,
Looks out on us appalled.
The typhoons in the winter,
The burning summer sun,
The changes to the climate,
Have only just begun.
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
We humans trashed them all.
God gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell,
The choices we are making
To turn the world to hell.
All things bright and beautiful
All creatures great and small
God who made the universe,
Looks out on us appalled.
Adapted for use at The Greenbelt Festival Communion 2022
“and now, the weather”
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The Gospel Reading: Luke 14.25-33
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now large crowds were travelling with him; and he turned and said
to them, ‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build
a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see
whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.” Or what king, going out to wage war against another king,
will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore,
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to you, O Christ.
We sit
Reflection
One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and
the theme of Creation-tide.
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Profession of Faith
We stand
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in God.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith:
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We sit
The Intercessions
The prayers may end:
Merciful Father
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
We stand
The Peace
We are the body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up our common life, and our common home.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us
The Offertory Hymn: 200 - Gifts of Bread and Wine
Preparation of the table
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the
bread is broken as we share the meal that remembers Jesus, the food that
‘tastes of freedom’.
Blessed are you Lord God of all creation: through your goodness
we have this bread to set before you which earth has given and
human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you Lord God of all creation: through your goodness
we have this wine to set before you fruit of the vine and work of
human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
God’s Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Lifegiving God,
your word speaks in the void,
calling into being things that are not,
inviting us to share your work of creation.
We thank you for the ages long of gathering stars and cooling earth,
of life evolving and waking eyes of wonder.
We thank you for the creatures
with whom we share the world
for their lives so different to our own
and the richness they reveal.
We thank you for the Son of Man,
formed from Mary’s flesh and nurtured by her faith;
he walked the growing earth
and proclaimed a fearless kingdom of bird and lily,
child and stranger, the beggar and the blind.
On the cross,
he joined the labour of all creation’s yearning;
in his rising, he hallowed all flesh to bear the glory of God;
he gives the brooding Spirit to bring to birth a living hope.
Therefore, with all that has life through him
with animals and angels
and all who hope for a new creation,
we share the song of love which sounds from all eternity:
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We sing
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We ask that your Holy Spirit
will fall upon us and upon these gifts
that these fragile, earthly things
may be to us the body and blood
of our lord and brother, Jesus Christ;
who, on the night that he was betrayed,
gathered with his faltering friends
for a meal that tasted of freedom.
Calling them to his table,
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
‘This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this to remember me.’
In the same way after supper, he took the cup, saying:
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.’
As on that night, so here and now
he offers himself in touch and taste
beyond all words can hold.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
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Therefore, we come to him in whom all is created
in heaven and on earth,
whose cross and resurrection make all things new.
We offer this to you, asking you to smile
upon the gift we bring,
for you alone are the Giver and Christ’s the gift
through which we live once and for all.
Through him who was emptied to bear your fullness
we make our prayer
with all created life
to the glory of the God who fills all in all
now and for ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
We sit
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Jesus says, I am the bread of life,
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Lord, our hearts hunger for you;
give us this bread always.
Agnus Dei
We sing
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Here is food that satisfies, the taste of communion.
Here is wine pouring free, the washing away of fear.
Here is life abundant, a table of peace for all.
May this peace be in us and among us,
a sign of hope for a world renewed.
Communion
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to
receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to
indicate this.
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread.
Communion chant: 947 - Veni Lumen
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Post Communion Prayer
Lord God,
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us
and make us generous and wise stewards
of the good things we enjoy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared.
The Blessing
We stand
Go out into the world rejoicing,
and encounter the Creator who waits to meet you there;
Savour its richness and diversity
and live as those who praise God for its bounty;
and the blessing of the Creator God, the Eternal Father,
the Risen Son and the Holy Spirit bless you
that you might be a blessing to others
today and always.
Amen.
Filled with the Spirit’s power,
go in the love of the Creator of all.
In the name of Christ. Amen
The Final Hymn: 6 - All Creatures of our God and King (v4-7)
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Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service is
copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2006.
Additional liturgical material from:
Prayers for an Inclusive Church © Steven Shakespeare 2008.
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