The Eucharist
for
Sundays of the Kingdom
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St Paul’s Clifton and Cotham

The Sundays from All Saints Day through to Advent are a mini-season in the
Church Year that focus on the promise of God’s Kingdom and the inspiration of
those who have trodden the path of faith before us.
“No Christian is solitary. Through baptism we become members one of another
in Christ, members of a company of saints whose mutual belonging transcends
death:
All Saints’ Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed on All Souls’
Day both celebrate this mutual belonging.
All Saints’ Day celebrates men and women in whose lives the Church as a whole
has seen the grace of God powerfully at work. It is an opportunity to give
thanks for that grace, and for the wonderful ends to which it shapes a human
life; it is a time to be encouraged by the example of the saints and to recall that
sanctity may grow in the ordinary circumstances, as well as the extraordinary
crises, of human living.
The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed celebrates the saints in a more
local and intimate key. It allows us to remember with thanksgiving before God
those whom we have known more directly: those who gave us life, or who
nurtured us in faith.
Remembrance Sunday goes on to explore the theme of memory, both corporate
and individual, as we confront issues of war and peace, loss and self-gift,
memory and forgetting.
The annual cycle of the Church’s year ends with the Feast of Christ the King.
The year that begins with the hope of the coming Messiah ends with the
proclamation of his universal sovereignty within creation.”
From Common Worship, Times and Seasons
God of all people from every tribe and language;
you call true witnesses who sing your praise,
live your grace and work for peace:
may we share their faith and know our need for you
that we might be a blessing to the hunger of your world;
through Jesus Christ, whose body we are. Amen.

Steven Shakespeare

Those parts of the service that change from week to week can be found in
a supplementary sheet – please turn to this sheet where indicated with this
symbol: ¶
We say or sing the words in bold type

The Gathering
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some
moments of shared quiet preparation.
We stand
¶ Hymn: 252 - Guide me, O thou great Redeemer
The Greeting
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Words of introduction and invitation
Prayers of Penitence
Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
looking to Jesus in penitence and faith.
Lord, you are gracious and compassionate:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

You are loving to all
and your mercy is over all your creation:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Your faithful servants bless your name
and speak of the glory of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy
Absolution
A minister proclaims the good news of God’s mercy and forgiveness
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Gloria
We sing these or other words led by a cantor
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
We sit
¶ Old Testament Reading: Job 19.23-27a
O that my words were written down!
O that they were inscribed in a book!
O that with an iron pen and with lead
they were engraved on a rock for ever!
For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me!
For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 17.1-8
A Prayer of David.
Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry;
give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit.
From you let my vindication come;
let your eyes see the right.
If you try my heart, if you visit me by night,
if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me;
my mouth does not transgress.
As for what others do, by the word of your lips
I have avoided the ways of the violent.
My steps have held fast to your paths;
my feet have not slipped.
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;
incline your ear to me, hear my words.
Wondrously show your steadfast love,
O saviour of those who seek refuge
from their adversaries at your right hand.
Guard me as the apple of the eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings,
We stand as we sing:
¶ The Gradual Hymn: 150 - Do not be afraid
¶ The Gospel Reading: Luke 20.27-38
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to
him and asked him a question, ‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a
man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall
marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there
were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then the
second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven
died childless.

Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose
wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.’
Jesus said to them, ‘Those who belong to this age marry and are
given in marriage; but those who are considered worthy of a place in
that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are
given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die any more, because they are
like angels and are children of God, being children of the
resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself
showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now
he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are
alive.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to you, O Christ.
We sit
Reflection
One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and
themes of the day; an encouragement to connect faith with our lives
We stand
Profession of Faith
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in God.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We sit
The Intercessions
The prayers may end:
Merciful Father
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
We stand
The Peace
We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God,
through Christ our Lord,
who came and preached peace to those who were far off
and those who were near.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us

Offertory Hymn:
God the Creator (sheet) tune: Morning has broken 450
Preparation of the table
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the
bread is broken as we share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food
that ‘tastes of freedom’.
As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
God’s Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should always sing of your glory,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For you are the hope of the nations,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ
brings home the lost,
restores the sinner
and gives dignity to the despised.
In his face your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your kingdom
a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name,
for ever praising you and saying:
We sing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with [N and] all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
We sit
The Lord’s Prayer
In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father,
in the words of the Son
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
We sing:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Invitation
Here is the table of the Lord,
we are gathered to his supper,
a foretaste of things eternal.
Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love.
Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith.
Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole.
Come, there is room for all.
Communion
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to
receive the elements that have been taken, blest and broken. If you would
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to
indicate this.
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread.
¶ Communion: Piano music

Prayer after Communion
Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
Lord of hosts,
we praise your glory reflected in your saints.
May we who share at this table
be filled with the joy of your eternal kingdom,
where Jesus is Lord, now and for ever. Amen
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared
We stand

Blessing and Dismissal
May God,
who kindled the fire of his love in the hearts of the saints,
pour upon you the riches of his grace.
May he give you joy in their fellowship
and a share in their praises.
May he strengthen you to follow them in the way of holiness
and to come to the full radiance of glory.
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Following God’s Saints in the way of Jesus Christ,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
¶ Final Hymn: 676 - This is the day
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